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2021 Annual Crime Report
Significant officer shortages appear to have the most significant impact on policing in
2021.

CALLS FOR SERVICE
Calls for service
decreased 14.4 percent
from 2020 to 2021. APD
responded to 31,643 calls
for service in 2021
compared to 36,966 in
2020. Of these, 678 were
Priority 1 or higher calls.
The average time from
dispatch to arrival for
these types of calls was 5
minutes 33 seconds; 26.1
percent higher than last
year and 41.7 percent
higher than two years ago. 2021 marked the first time since using the new CAD system
that the police department failed to achieve the strategic goal of a 5 minute or less
response time to priority calls.
Officer staffing, discussed later,
may have contributed to the
increased response time.
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The top five priority calls were Disturbance (199), Domestic Disturbance (198), MVC
Injury (107), Suicidal Subject (81), and Fight Disturbance (30). These calls represent
90.7 percent of all Priority 1 or higher calls with Domestic Disturbance and Suicidal
Subject calls increasing 26.9 percent and 37.3 percent from last year, respectively.
Traffic stops represented the largest call type for the year with 3627 calls (a decrease
of 21.1 percent over last year).
Dispatched calls
for service
decreased by 5.3
percent in 2021.
All things being
equal, we would
expect the
decrease in
dispatched calls to
result in an
increase in selfinitiated calls.
However, selfinitiated calls decreased by 26.1 percent from 2020 and 50.3 percent since 2019. The
degree of decrease may be the result of multiple factors including the departure of 13
trained officers in 2021.
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CRIME TRENDS

YEAR
CALLS FOR SERVICE
CASES
NIBRS PART I VIOLENT
NIBRS PART I PROPERTY
NIBRS NON-PART I
GROUP A PERSON
GROUP A PROPERTY
GROUP A SOCIETY
ARRESTS
TRAFFIC VIOL/WARN
ABANDONED VEHICLES
JUNK/TRASH

2021
31,643
8498
96
1351
8431
430
2341
381
5030
4016
578
68

KEY INDICATORS
2020
5-yr Avg
36,966
9029
75
63.2
1594
1567.2
8931
374
2616
779
5961
6186
5953
6869.8
377
606
76
115.8

% ‘20 to ‘21
-14.40%
-5.88%
+28.00%
-15.24%
-5.60%
+14.97%
-14.72%
-51.09%
-15.62%
-32.54%
+53.32%
-10.53%

% ‘21 to 5-Yr

+51.90%
-13.80%

-18.69%
-41.54%
-4.62%
-41.28%

The table above includes indicators to help assess the police department’s workload as
well as crime and livability in the community. Because of the transition to the new
CAD/RMS system in 2017, 2018 numbers represent the new baseline year for each of
these indicators. Where data easily translated from the old CAD/RMS to the new one,
five-year averages are shown. Additionally, NIBRS Group A crimes were added to
begin to reflect the FBI’s new crime groupings. Of note is that livability and society
crimes were lower in 2021 compared to 2020.
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The following charts show the City of Albany compared to the overall Oregon and
national crime rates for Part I Violent Crime and Part I Property Crime. The Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) UCR is generally published with a year lag time. The
Oregon and national rates were obtained from FBI data and thus, only 2020 and earlier
data is available. The City of Albany data used in this report was obtained from APD
records. APD data may be different than FBI data due to data transmission and
reporting errors. As such, APD data more accurately reflects crime in Albany as well as
providing the advantage of being able to show the most recent year’s crime data.

The chart above shows overall Part I Crimes per 1,000 inhabitants. In 2020, Albany
reported a total of 1,670 Part I Crimes for a rate of 30.4 Part I Crimes per 1,000
inhabitants. In 2021, Albany reported 1,447 Part I Crimes. This was a decrease of
13.35 percent for the year resulting in a rate of 25.3 Part I Crimes per 1,000
inhabitants. In 2020 Albany was again slightly higher than the Oregon rate but looks to
be below the Oregon rate for 2021.
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Historically, the City of Albany continues to have a higher property crime rate than the
Oregon and national rates. 2021 marked the lowest property crime rate in over 25
years with a rate of 23.62 crimes per 1,000 inhabitants. This is a decrease of 15.2
percent from 2020 and will most likely result in Albany being lower than the Oregon
rate for 2021 once the FBI data is published. So far, the only years Albany has recorded
a property crime rate lower than Oregon were in 2016 and 2017. The clearance rate
for Part I Property crimes in 2021 was 19.47 percent. This is below the strategic goal of
an annual clearance rate of 20 percent or higher for property crimes. By contrast the
Group A property clearance rate was 30.5 percent.

Albany Part I Property Crime Rate per 1,000 compared to Oregon Part I Property Crime Rate per
1,000.

2016
-0.33%

2017
-4.27%

2018

2019

2020

+7.55%

+0.57%

+9.12%

Percent difference between Albany and Oregon rates.
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In 2021, individual property crimes
were mostly down compared to the
previous year. Larceny from motor
vehicle remains the number one
preventable property crime in 2021
and had a 16.0 percent decrease
over the previous year. Forced entry
was used in 12.37 percent of these
cases with tools, purses, wallets, and
backpacks being targeted 23.2
percent of the time. Catalytic converter thefts have emerged as a crime trend in 2021.
There were 78 incidents involving catalytic converters in 2021 compared to 18 in 2020
(333 percent increase) and 1 each in 2018 and 2019. Also worth noting is that
burglaries were up 13.0 percent collectively with business burglaries increasing by 48.6
percent from 2020 to 2021.
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Albany Part I Violent Crime Rate per 1,000 compared to Oregon Part I Violent Crime Rate per 1,000.

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020

-68.87%

-62.06%

-52.63%

-56.01%

-52.62%

Percent difference between Albany and Oregon rates.

Overall, violent crime has remained low in the City
of Albany. In 2020, Albany was 52.62 percent
below the Oregon violent crime rate and is
projected to be below Oregon in 2021 as well with a
violent crime rate of 1.68 crimes for every 1,000
people. Violent crimes increased 26.0 percent from
2020 as seen in the chart to the side. The clearance
rate for Part I violent crimes in 2021 was 72.16
percent which surpasses the strategic goal of a 60
percent clearance for violent crime. There is a greater amount of variance with violent
crime from year-to-year than with property crime. Caution should be used when
viewing or drawing conclusions about violent crime numbers due to the variance
because small changes in numbers will make large percentage changes. However, it is
noteworthy that aggravated assaults increased 61.8 percent from 2020 (34) to 2021
(55).
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OFFICER LEVELS
Albany currently
has 1.12 funded
sworn officer
positions for every
1,000 inhabitants
compared to the
national average of
2.4 officers per
1,000 inhabitants.
Funded positions
do not always
show a true picture
of officer staffing.
To paint a truer
picture, trained officer rates are shown as well.
For 2021, Albany
had an average of
0.9 trained officers
for every 1,000
inhabitants. The
trained officer gap
for 2021 was 15.31
officers, the largest
gap since tracking
this statistic.
Officer staffing
impacts the ability
to respond to and
investigate crime.
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As of the writing of this report, APD has 47 trained officers on hand with 9 new officers
either at the police academy or in the Field Training Evaluation Program (FTEP).
Historically, new officers take approximately one year to be hired, graduate from the
academy, and complete FTEP. Since 2008, 44 percent of new officers hired have failed
to complete the probationary training requirements. This rate is consistent with most
law enforcement organizations and is reflective of the very high standards required of
officers and the complexity of the job. In 2021, the average number of trained officers
on hand was 48.69, a 12.9 percent reduction from 2020 (55.87).

In 2021, Albany had a 22.61 Part I Crimes to Officer Rate based on funded positions.
This rate increases to 29.72 Part I Crimes when using trained officer numbers.
Generally, as the average number of trained officers decreases, the Part I Crime to
Officer Rate increases.
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TRAFFIC
The chart below shows normalized citations and warnings for the past seven years.
The low numbers in 2017 coincide with new RMS implementation. Citations and
warnings decreased from 2020 to 2021 by 24.8 percent. This is likely attributable to
officer shortages.
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Non-injury vehicle collisions per 1,000 inhabitants decreased from 7.12 to 7.10 over
the past year. However, collisions with injuries surpassed the strategic goal of 2.5 per
1,000 in 2021 with a rate of 2.66 per 1,000. Albany’s average is 2.0 collisions with
injuries per 1,000 inhabitants for the previous ten years. Collisions with fatalities have
remained under 0.12 per 1,000 inhabitants for the previous ten years with an average
of .05 per 1,000 inhabitants for the same time period. In 2021, there were two fatal
collisions.
The top five locations for collisions
in 2021 were Pacific/Geary (10),
Salem/Geary (10),
Santiam/Waverly (7), Santiam/Clay
(6), and Pacific/Airport (6). It
should be noted that drivers do
not have to report collisions to the
police. As a result, these numbers
will differ from Oregon
Department of Transportation
numbers.
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In 2021, Albany had a rate of 2.66 injury and fatal collisions per 1,000 inhabitants.
Alcohol was a contributor in 3.9 percent (6 of 152) of these injury and fatal collisions.

The arrest rate for Driving Under the Influence of Intoxicants (DUII) has remained the
same for drugs but decreased 26.3 percent for alcohol this past year.
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DRUGS/NARCOTICS
The table below shows narcotics-related seizures over the past four years. This data is
for information purposes only and caution should be used when drawing conclusions.
Narcotics investigations may target certain drugs over others in particular years based
on a number of factors.

MONEY
RIFLES
HANDGUNS
SHOTGUNS
METHAMPHETAMINE (grams)
MARIJUANA (grams)
HASHISH/BHO (grams)
HEROIN (grams)
COCAINE (grams)
FENTANYL (pills/DU)
FENTANYL (grams)

2021
2020
2019
$498,213.55 $232,664.49 $79,500.29
21
12
9
34
24
27
3
5
4
41,428.71
23,284.30 12,025.86
1,337,913.41 356,859.91 90,811.99
80.4
17,164.89 16,360.10
910.96
3981.51
1044.00
1027.5
171.00
271.42
10,565.5
11
6
957.0
0
.4

Narcotics-related seizures of
firearms composed 31.0 percent
of all firearms seized for 2021.
Narcotics-related seizures of
currency composed 97 percent of
all currency seized for 2021.
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2018
$39,634.78
39
46
16
10,362.91
55,844.70
1467.90
740.86
85.29
0
0

In January 2016, Linn County was designated as a High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area
(HIDTA). The Linn Interagency Narcotics Enforcement (LINE) Task Force was
established in March 2017 and consists of personnel from APD, Linn County Sheriff’s
Office, Oregon State Police, Oregon National Guard, and the Drug Enforcement
Agency. LINE conducted multiple investigations and joint investigations in 2021
resulting in the following seizures including those filed federally:
Cash
Firearms
Methamphetamine
Heroin
Marijuana (Loose)
Cocaine
Fetanyl/Fake M30s

$552,191.40
44
89.9 pounds
1.41 pounds
21,834.58 pounds
2.09 pounds
18,092 dosage units

The implementation of Ballot Measure
110 recently passed by Oregon voters has
the potential to impact many areas
addressed in this report. Possible
impacts include a decrease in drug arrests, a decrease in community livability, an
increase in homelessness, an increase in drug seizures, and an increase in Part I crimes.
These areas should be watched closely. In the short term, reported drug crimes have
decreased significantly from 2020 to 2021 while drug seizures have increased.
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