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562.02  Drug Analysis and Certificates 

I. Policy –  Certificates of Analysis, issued by Virginia Department of Forensic
Science, related to drug case investigations, are filed with the courts by the Office
of the Commonwealth’s Attorney.

II. Code Requirements

A. § 19.2-187. Admission into evidence of certain certificates of analysis.

B. § 19.2-187.01. Certificate of analysis as evidence of chain of custody of
material described therein.

C. § 54.1-3431. Admission into evidence of certain certificates of analysis.

III. Procedure

A. The Virginia Department of Forensic Science (DFS) sends all original
Certificates of Analysis (COA) in drug cases directly to the Office of the
Commonwealth’s Attorney (CWA) along with a copy of the COA to the
investigating officer who submitted the Request for Laboratory Examination.

1. The CWA confirms receipt of all Certificates of Analysis with the DFS
Northern Laboratory.

2. All COAs are scanned into an electronic database maintained by the
CWA.

3. The original COAs are delivered by the CWA to the clerk of the court,
hearing the case, for certification.

4. Certified copies of COAs are then scanned into an electronic database
maintained by the CWA.

5. The certified copy of the COA will then be provided to the Assistant
Commonwealth’s Attorney assigned to the case for inclusion in their case
file.

https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/19.2-187/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/19.2-187/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title19.2/chapter12/section19.2-187.01/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title19.2/chapter12/section19.2-187.01/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/54.1-3431/

