
BPD POLICY REFRESHER:
Use of Force & Pursuits

Performance Review Board 
Training  - 2021



Performance Objectives
• Through facilitated discussion and case study analysis, learners will evaluate a vehicle 

pursuit as part of a PRB review of the initiation of the event, and compare the pursuit to 
BPD’s Policy 1503, Emergency Vehicle Operation and Pursuit Policy to the satisfaction of 
the facilitator. 

• Through facilitated discussion and case study analysis, learners will evaluate a foot 
pursuit as part of a PRB review of the initiation of the event, and compare the pursuit to 
BPD’s Policy 1505, Foot Pursuits to the satisfaction of the facilitator.  

• Through facilitated discussion and case study analysis, learners will evaluate the 
elements of reasonable, necessary, and proportional as they would during a PRB 
review to the satisfaction of the facilitator. 



Policy 1503, Emergency Vehicle Operation and Pursuit Policy



Potential factors for weighing the risks of a Pursuit

• What is the underlying reason for the pursuit? 

• What are the traffic conditions, including pedestrian and vehicular density? 

• How are the weather conditions affecting road conditions? 

• What kind of speed and maneuverability is the eluding vehicle capable of? 

• Is the eluding vehicle heading towards a densely populated area? 

Safety first! 



SUPERVISOR RESPONSIBILITIES
CURRENT POLICY
- Upon notification that a pursuit has 

been initiated, supervisors shall use 
their discretion to: 

- Approve or disapprove the 
continuation of the pursuit

- Direct additional units to join 
the pursuit

PRB’s PROPOSED UPDATE
- “Supervisors shall terminate authorization for 

a vehicle pursuit when the threat of danger or 
harm to citizens, including the subject of the 
pursuit, and the member’s life has surpassed 
the lawful object of the pursuit.” 



CASE STUDY



Let’s Discuss: 
• What information did the officer have 

that informed his decision to pursue? 

• Based on current BPD policy, should the 
officer have initiated the pursuit? 

• What did you observe as good 
performance/tactics during the pursuit? 

• What did you observe as 
performance/tactics that could be 
improved for future pursuits? 



Policy 1505, Foot Pursuits



In order to initiate a foot pursuit, we need: 

• RAS of a crime (not “lesser offense” or status offense), and

• Valid need to detain the suspect that outweighs potential to self, suspect, or 
community



Listing Activity: 

• Based on BPD policy, training, and experience, let’s list some best-practices 
for a foot pursuit that we should look for: 



CASE STUDY



Let’s Discuss: 
• The initiation of the pursuit
• The justification of the pursuit (including hypotheticals)
• During the pursuit; tactics
• Conclusion of the pursuit



Policy 1115, Use of Force



The amount of force used

The type of force usedThe need to use force





CASE STUDY

Click here to review the case study

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8_KRa0JxC7c


Case Study
(diff. angle)



Let’s Discuss: 
Was the use of force: 
- Necessary?
- Reasonable? 
- Proportional? 



Gots? Needs? Questions?  

policy@baltimorepolice.org

mailto:policy@baltimorepolice.org
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