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By Order of the Police Commissioner 

 

POLICY 
 
It is the policy of the Baltimore Police Department (BPD) to issue and certify Safety Equipment 
Repair Orders in compliance with Title 23 of the Maryland Annotated Code. 
 
 
GENERAL 
 

The Maryland Safety Equipment Repair Order (SERO), also known as a Maryland State Police 157, 
may only be written for vehicles registered in the State of Maryland. A  SERO may not be written 
for vehicles that display dealer, finance, historic, out-of-state, recycler, special, or transporter license 
plates. 
 
 
REQUIRED ACTION 
 

Issuance of a Safety Equipment Repair Order 
 

Member 

 
1. Upon observing a vehicle with defective equipment or mechanism(s), stop the vehicle and 

issue the operator a SERO.  
 

 1.1. Multiple equipment infractions can be noted on one SERO. 
 
 1.2. Combination vehicles (e.g., tractor/trailer) shall be issued separate SEROs, reflective 

 of the license plate corresponding to the part of the vehicle with an infraction. 
 
EXAMPLE:    Issue one SERO to the “tractor” for faulty equipment on the tractor, and if appropriate 

 issue a separate SERO for the “trailer” if faulty equipment is observed on the trailer. 
 

2. After the operator signs the SERO, give the operator copies 3, 4, and 5 of the SERO. 
 
3. Advise the operator: 
 

3.1. Defective equipment must be repaired within ten (10) days from the date of SERO 
issuance. 
 

3.2. Failure to correct the defective equipment will result in the suspension of the 
vehicle’s registration. 

 
3.3. Instructions are printed on the reverse side of the copies. 
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NOTE: Do not direct or suggest any specific place where a vehicle may be repaired or inspected. 
 
4. Submit copy 1 to your supervisor. 
 

5. If an error is made that renders the SERO unusable or inaccurate, adhere to the  following: 
 

5.1. Complete an Administrative Report, Form 95, requesting that the unusable SERO 
be voided. 

 
5.2. Attach copies 1, 3, 4, and 5 to the Administrative Report. 

 
5.3. Submit the Administrative Report and the unusable copies to your supervisor. 

 
5.4. Write “VOID” on copy 2 and retain it. 

 
Certification of a Safety Equipment Repair Order 
 
1. When certifying a SERO, visually inspect the identified defective equipment on the 

vehicle and verify the repair has been satisfactorily made. Confirm that the vehicle to be 
inspected is the vehicle listed on the SERO via the vehicle identification number (VIN), 
license plate, etc. Certification of the SERO can only occur while on-duty. 

 
1.1. If the defective equipment has been corrected, certify the SERO by providing your 

signature, sequence number, department code (“AD”) and date of certification. 
 

1.2. Advise the owner/operator to forward the appropriate copy to the Maryland State 
Police. 
 

2. If the defective equipment does not meet the established equipment standards, advise the 
operator/owner to correct the equipment. Do not sign the SERO. 

 

NOTE:  Only inspect equipment accompanied with an asterisk (*) on the SERO. All other 
defective equipment or mechanisms without an asterisk on the SERO must be inspected at 
a Maryland inspection station authorized and licensed by the Automotive Safety 
Enforcement Division, Maryland State Police. 

 

Supervisor 
 
1. Review copy 1 of  the SERO for accuracy and completeness.  Upon approval, place in a 

designated SERO repository. 
 

2. Acknowledge, by signature, Administrative Reports requesting authorization to void a 
SERO due to error. Place Administrative Reports and voided SERO in a designated SERO 
repository. 

 
Administrative Supervisor, Command 
 
Forward SEROs and voided SEROs to the Traffic Unit. 
 
 
 



  Policy 904 SAFETY EQUIPMENT REPAIR ORDER Page 3 of 5 

 

Traffic Unit 
 
Forward  all  SEROs,  including  voided  SEROs,  to  the  Automotive  Safety Enforcement Division, 
Maryland State Police. 
 
 
APPENDIX 

 
A. Maryland Safety Equipment Repair Order – MSP 157 
 
 
RESCISSION 
 

Remove from files and destroy/recycle General Order I-4, Safety Equipment Repair Order, dated 21 
May 2007. 
 
 

COMMUNICATION OF POLICY 
 

This Policy is effective on the date listed herein.  Each employee is responsible for complying with 
the contents of this policy. 
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APPENDIX A 
 
Maryland Safety Equipment Repair Order – MSP 157 (front) 
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APPENDIX A 
 
Maryland Safety Equipment Repair Order – MSP 157 (back) 
 

 
 


