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By Order of the Police Commissioner 

 
 

POLICY 
 
1. Officer Safety.  Members of the Baltimore Police Department (BPD) shall adhere to the strict 

radio usage protocols contained in this Policy for purposes of officer safety. 
 

2. Transparency and Accountability.  Adherence to this Policy promotes accountability and 
transparency by establishing a record of BPD activity. 
 

3. Courteous and Professional.  All transmissions via police radio shall be courteous, 
professional, clear and concise.  Radio communications are archived as public records, subject 
to disclosure through the discovery process and Maryland Public Information Act (MPIA) 
requests.   

 
 
REQUIRED ACTION 
 
Member 
 
1. Comply with the verbal directives of the Communications Section dispatcher and your 

supervisor, unless re-directed by higher authority, and respond immediately to the 
scene of a dispatched call for police service. 

 
2. All members equipped with a body-worn camera (BWC) must call “10-61” when 

activating and call “10-62” when de-activating the BWC (see Policy 824, Body Worn 
Cameras). 

 
 2.1. The BWC shall be activated at the initiation of a call for service or other activity 

 or encounter that is investigative or enforcement-related in nature, or  
 
 2.2. During any encounter with the public that becomes confrontational. 
 
 2.3. The BWC must be activated immediately upon receipt of or response to any in-

 progress call, or activity likely to require immediate enforcement action, prior 
 to or upon arrival (e.g., in progress or just occurred armed robbery, armed 
 person, aggravated assault, etc.).  

 
 2.4. The BWC shall be activated upon arrival for routine, non-emergency calls for 

 service (e.g., larceny from auto report, destruction of property report, Signal 30, 
 etc.). 
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3. Upon arrival to any call for service, “On-View incident,” or the scene of police activity, advise the 
Communications Section dispatcher of your call number and that you are “10-23.”  

 
NOTE:  Notification of "10-23" must be made verbally via police radio. A verbal "10-23" acts as 

a notification to supervisors, the dispatcher and other responding units that an officer is 
on the scene. 

 
4. In multiple officer units, all members shall individually call “10-23” and “10-61” (if 

equipped with a BWC) and investigate all calls for service, sharing equal responsibility.    
 
5. When the required on-scene activity is complete, advise the dispatcher you are “10-8 and, 

if applicable, that the BWC is “10-62.”  
 
6. When placing yourself out of service, advise the dispatcher, provide your location, and 

call “10-7.” 
 
7. Upon leaving your post, even when remaining in-service, request/advise the dispatcher of 

the reason and your destination. However, when leaving your post to patrol another post 
or sector upon the direction of your supervisor, or dispatcher, you need not inform the 
dispatcher. 

 
Supervisor 
 
1. Monitor officers’ communications via police radio.  
 
2. Ensure officers call “10-23,” “10-8,” and “10-7.” 
 
3. Ensure officers notify the dispatcher when activating and de-activating their BWC by calling  

“10-61” and “10-62.” 
 
Communications Section Dispatcher 
 
1. Control BPD radio traffic. 
 
2. Dispatch calls for service based on the priority status of the call and exigency. 
 
3. Remind members to call “10-23,” “10-61,” and “10-62.” 
 
4. Notify the member’s supervisor when a member repeatedly or routinely fails to utilize proper “10 

codes.”  
 
 
APPENDIX 
 
A. Official Baltimore Police Department Codes and Signals 
 
 
ASSOCIATED POLICIES 
 
Policy 824, Body Worn Cameras 
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COMMUNICATION OF POLICY 
 
This Policy is effective on the date listed herein.  Each employee is responsible for complying with the 
contents of this policy. 
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APPENDIX A 
 

Official Baltimore Police Department Codes and Signals, Form 123 

 


