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To the residents, business owners, and visitors of Chatham Borough,

I welcome you to review our newly developed crime, incident, and traffic monthly report. This report keeps
with our commitment to provide increased transparency regarding all aspects of the police department.

As you view our newly published report, which will be broadcasted on a monthly basis, note that it contains
our in-house stats and not the FBI’s Uniform Crime Reported (UCR) data. Our stats are updated regularly and
audited periodically for accuracy which may result in changes to the numbers. I urge readers to avoid the
pitfalls of comparing municipalities based solely on crime data of any type, especially the data released by my
office. To that point, the FBI Uniform Crime Report manual developed the “Proper Use” document that
explains the following as it relates to crime data submitted to the State and FBI:

“These incomplete analyses have often created misleading perceptions which adversely affect geographic
entities and their residents. For this reason, the FBI has a longstanding policy against ranking participating
law enforcement agencies on the basis of crime data alone.”

“Data users should not rank locales because there are many factors that cause the nature and type of crime to vary from place to place. UCR 
statistics include only jurisdictional population figures along with reported crime, clearance, or arrest data. Rankings ignore the uniqueness of 
each locale.”

“When providing/using agency-oriented statistics, the FBI cautions and, in fact, strongly discourages, data users against using rankings to 
evaluate locales or the effectiveness of their law enforcement agencies.”

Perspective is everything, so keep that in mind as you view our data and know that this data is prepared and used to help us identify trends, 
deploy equipment and personnel more effectively, prepare budgets, and assess police operations in a constructive manner. As the analytics 
change, as they often do, so too will our police strategies. 

Thank you for taking the time to review this report and for staying informed! 

Chief Brian K. Gibbons



Reportable Incidents:
❖ March 8, 2024, a Chatham Borough business owner reported that an unknown 

person(s) opened a credit card account using his business information. The victim 
told the officer that he received a letter and credit card in the name of a former 
employee, so he contacted the bank and discovered that purchases had been made 
on the account. The victim stated that according to the bank, they will be 
investigating the matter, and he would not be responsible for the fraudulent 
charges. All necessary information was obtained and documented in the 
appropriate reports. 

❖ March 13, 2024, a Chatham Borough resident reported that an unknown 
person(s) purchased $15,678.88 worth of jewelry using her credit card. The victim 
informed the officer that she received a text message from her bank regarding the 
purchase and was able to decline the charge. However, she was emailed that the 
package was on it’s way to her residence. The victim further told the officer that 
there had been a black SUV parked in front of her house all day and found it to be 
suspicious. Officers responded to the home and interviewed the two occupants. 
The driver stated that he works for limousine service and was hired to drive the 
passenger to this location. The passenger gave false information and presented a 
fraudulent NJ driver’s license to the officers, so he was taken into custody. The 
passenger was transported to police headquarters and the limo driver was released 
from the scene.



Reportable Incidents:
❖March 14, 2024, a Chatham Borough resident reported that an unknown person(s) 

stole his bicycle from the train station. The victim told the officer that he dropped off 
the bike at 7:16am and when he returned at 6:05pm it was gone. All necessary 
information was obtained and documented in the appropriate reports. The victim 
valued the bike at $1200.00. 

❖March 16, 2024, a Chatham Borough resident reported that an unknown person(s) 
opened a business account using her personal information. The victim told the 
officer that her husband received a notification that one of their accounts was at a 
zero balance. The victim stated that she contacted the bank and discovered that a 
business account, which she did not open, was created and $77,206.00 was 
transferred from her personal account to the fraudulently created business account. 
All necessary information was obtained and documented in the appropriate reports. 
The Morris County Prosecutor’s Office Financial Crime Unit and Borough’s Detective 
Bureau are investigating. 

❖March 19, 2024, a resident of Pittstown, New Jersey reported the theft of lost 
property from her Chatham Borough place of business. The victim told the officer 
that she was expecting a delivery and contacted the USPS. They informed her that 
the item had already been delivered but it was later determined that it had been 
accidentally delivered to the wrong address. All necessary information was obtained 
and documented in the appropriate reports. The Borough’s Detective Bureau will 
follow up on this incident. 



Reportable Incidents:
❖March 28, 2024, a Chatham Borough store owner reported that an unknown 

individual(s) shoplifted $500.00 worth of merchandise. The complainant stated that 
he last conducted an inventory of the collectables on March 21, and when he 
checked his inventory again, he discovered the suspected shoplifting. All necessary 
information was obtained and documented in the appropriate reports.

❖March 29, 2024, a Chatham Borough resident reported that an unknown person(s) 
made several fraudulent charges using his cellular phone. The victim told the officer 
that he hired an Uber driver to drive him home. He further stated that he 
inadvertently left his cell phone in the vehicle and was later notified of the 
fraudulent activity. All necessary information was obtained and documented in the 
appropriate reports. The victim valued the loss at $320.00.
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