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Rev. 12/22 

This General Order supersedes all prior rules, 
regulations, policies and procedures, whether 
oral, written or by previous practice. 

 

POLICY STATEMENT 
 

Crimes perpetrated against children are on the increase. Often, the victim is defenseless, and the crime receives 
wide press coverage. It is imperative that responding police officers conduct a thorough and humane initial 
investigation. The purpose of this policy is to provide police officers with guidelines ensuring those serious crimes 
are handled properly. 

 
 

 

I. ENDANGERING CHILDREN / CHILD ABUSE PROCEDURES 
 

A. Endangering Children, ORC (Ohio Revised Code) §2919.22 
 

1. Endangering Children is a crime against persons and a SEPARATE COMPLAINT is made for each 
incident. Multiple children can go on one DIBRS (Dayton Incident Based Reporting System) report if 
involved in the same incident. 

 
2. Unless the child or responsible, non-suspect, adult requests otherwise, take abused or assaulted 

children to the DCH (Dayton Children's Hospital) located at One Children's Plaza, where specialized 
treatment is available. The DCH is well equipped to handle child abuse or sexual assault cases. The 
medical staff of the Emergency Department are trained and experienced in obtaining medical histories 
from children; preparing evidence in these cases; and preparing courtroom testimony. Furthermore, the 
DCH has an extensive follow-up treatment and counseling program for child abuse and sexual assault 
victims. 

 
3. An investigation of Endangering Children will include pictures of the child. Montgomery County Juvenile 

Court has granted permission to take photographs in these cases. Procedure is as follows: 
 

a. Telephone the CSD (Children's Services Division),  
 

b. Inform them of the circumstances of the case, and state that a report of the investigation will be 
forwarded to them. 

 
c. Have a Forensic Services Technician take color photographs and upload them to the approved 

storage database to be used as evidence. DO NOT give photos to CSD caseworker or anyone 
else. If photographing is impossible, explain why in the report. If no other option is feasible, the 
officer may take digital photographs and place copies of them in the Child Endangering Envelope 
(Form F-665). 

 
d. The Montgomery County Prosecutor’s Office has the following guidelines with respect to prosecuting 

certain Endangering Children cases (Child left in car). These details are needed for a successful 
prosecution. 

 
1) Temperature outside. 

 
2) Temperature inside of car (if possible). 

 
3) Were car windows up or down? 

 
4) What was the state of the child at the time? (Child sweating, hot to the touch, red faced, 

dehydrated, lethargic, any statements made by a medic if one is called.) 
 

5) How long was the child in the car? (While difficult to establish, if a parent states they were in a 
grocery, how many groceries did they have? If the parent was in a business or residence, talk to 
persons inside regarding the parent’s length of time there – include names and address of 
witnesses. Ask if there are surveillance tapes to show how long a vehicle was there.) 
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