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Introduction 

Illinois Department of Transportation 

Bridge Preservation Guide 

The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) Bridge Preservation Guide provides goals, measures, 
and strategies for the preservation of bridges within the State of Illinois.This document contains 
criteria used to identify condition· based and non-condition based cyclical preservation, maintenance, 
and improvement work actions for bridges. These actions maximize system-wide life expectancy and 
performance of bridges. 

Bridges are key components of our highway infrastructure. The term "bridge" as used here denotes 
structures that have an AASHTO structure length greater than 20 feet as described in the National 
Bridge Inspection Standards. As of April 2019, Illinois had 26,794 bridges, of which 4,805 were on the 
National Highway System. While IDOT maintains 29.3 % of the total bridge inventory by count, it 
maintains the largest percentage of the National Highway System at 84.5%. The aging infrastructure 
is expected to deteriorate faster in the coming decades with increased maintenance. demands unless 
concerted efforts are taken to preserve and extend its life. In addition, the state's bridge 
infrastructure will likely see increased funding competition among various highway assets: As a 
result, IDOT must emphasize a concerted effort to preserve and extend the life of its bridge 
infrastructure while minimizing long-term maintenance costs. A breakdown of the bridge inventory in 
Illinois is available in Appendix A for statewide totals and Appendix B for National Highway System 
structures only. 

This guide will provide IDOT and Local Public Agency personnel a framework for developing 
preservation programs and projects using a systematic process that reflects the environment and· 
conditions of bridges and reflects the priorities and strategies of the Department. 

A well-defined Bridge Preservation program will enable IDOT to use federal funding for Preventative 
Maintenance (PM) ac�ivities by using a systematic process of identifying bridge preservation needs 
and its qualifying parameters as identified in FHWA's Bridge Preservation Guide, Spring 2018. The 
IDOT Bridge Preservation Guide will promote timely preservation actions to extend and optimize the 
service life of bridges in the state. 

Definitions: 

Acceptable Condition: The state of structures that are in "Good" or "Fair" conditions. This is 
determined by the lowest of the primary condition ratings for either Deck, Superstructure, 
Substructure, or Culvert. Good condition structures have a primary condition rating of 7, 8, or 9. Fair 
condition structures have a primary condition rating of 5 or 6. Poor condition structures have a 
primary condition rating of 4 or less. 

Bridge Preservation: Actions or strategies that prevent, delay or reduce deterioration of bridges or 
bridge elements, restore the function of existing bridges, keep bridges in good or fair condition and 
extend their service life. Preservation actions may be schedule or condition based. 

Preventive Maintenance (PM): A means of proactively extending the service life of highway bridges 
by applying cost-effective treatments to bridge elements. PM activities delay future deterioration 
and minimize large expenses in bridge rehabilitation or replacements. 

Routine Maintenance: Any maintenance work performed in reaction to an event, season, or activity 
that are done for short-term operational need and do not have preservation value. This work usually' 
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