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JACKSONVILLE STATE UNIVERSITY
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
MINUTES

The Board of Trustees of JACKSONVILLE STATE UNIVERSITY held its
Summer meeting in Jacksonville, Alabama on Tuesday, July 25,2017 at 10:00 a.m. CDT.

Mr. William “Ronnie” Smith, Chairman of the Board of Trustees, called the meeting to

order and asked that Trustee Greg Brown open the meeting with an invocation.

Chairman Smith welcomed Dr. Pam Beehler, JSU’s First Lady, to the Board of Trustees

meeting.

Roll call showed the following members of the Board of Trustees were:

PRESENT:
Mr. William ‘Ronnie’ Smith, Chairman
Mr. Greg Brown
Mr. Clarence Daugette
Mr. Thomas Dedrick
Senator Vivian Davis Figures
Mr. Rusty Fuller
Mr. Randall E. Jones
Mrs. Gale Saxon Main
Mr. Randy Y. Owen
Mr. Ranger Rumrill, Student Government Association

Ms. Sarah C. Miles, Faculty Senate President

ABSENT:
Governor Kay Ivey

Mr. Tony L. Ingram

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Chairman Smith asked that the minutes of the May 1, 2017 Board of Trustees Summer
meeting be reviewed.
Mr. Clarence Daugette made a motion to approve the May 1, 2017 Board of

Trustees meeting minutes as written. Senator Vivian D. Figures seconded the motion and
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the minutes were approved unanimously.

Chairman Smith welcomed Mr. Ranger Rumrill, SGA President to the meeting. Mr.
Rumrill stated that the SGA has many activities planned for the fall semester and he looks

forward to the incoming freshmen arriving on campus.

Chairman Smith recognized Dr. Pitt Harding, outgoing Faculty Senate President, and
thanked him for his service on the Board during the past year. In addition, he introduced Ms.
Sarah C. Miles, incoming Faculty Senate President and welcomed her to the first Board of

Trustees meeting and expressed gratitude to her for taking the position of leadership.

Chairman Smith mentioned that the new format for the Trustees Committee meetings was
implemented and that he is very appreciative of all who participated. He recognized, and thanked

David Thompson for the positive work that is taking place on the campus.

ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
Mr. Randy Owen, Chair of the Academic Affairs Committee, stated the Academic

Affairs Committee had a very informative meeting, but did not have any action items to bring

before the Board.

ADVANCEMENT COMMITTEE

Mr. Randy Jones, Chair of the Advancement Committee, stated the Advancement
Committee had no action items for review. He recognized the staff for their efforts in what they

are doing.

ATHLETIC COMMITTEE
Mr. Thomas Dedrick, Chair of the Athletic Committee, stated that the Athletic

Committee had a great meeting, but did not have any action items at this time. He acknowledged
the Athletic department for its success and gave an update on the new athletic facilities. Mr.

Dedrick stated that all projects are on schedule.

BUILDING AND FINANCE COMMITTEE

Mr. Clarence Daugette, Chair of the Building and Finance Committee presented the
following two motions on behalf of the Building and Finance Committee for the Board’s review
and approval. Mr. Daugette declared that tuition would remain the same; however, various

course fees will be adjusted.

Motion #1 - Adoption of 2017-2018 Tuition & Fees

Whereas, the Board of Trustees has the authority to approve tuition and fees, and
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Whereas, the Board of Trustees recognizes the increasingly important role that revenue from
tuition and fees plays in ensuring educational excellence and innovation, and

Whereas, the Board of Trustees is committed to maintaining access to and affordability of its
high quality programs:

BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Trustees approves the student tuition and fees as
presented.

Coming from the Building and Finance Committee the motion did not require a
second. After discussion, the motion was approved unanimously.

Motion #2 Adoption of the FY18 Budget

Whereas, the State of Alabama, through its legislative and executive branches, has appropriated
$38,358,892, in state education trust fund monies for the fiscal year 2018 to Jacksonville State
University for the pursuit of its mission and in support of our goals and objectives;

BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Trustees hereby approves FY2018 annual budgets as
presented.

Coming from the Building and Finance Committee the motion did not require a

second. After discussion, the motion was approved unanimously.

Mr. Clarence Daugette presented the following Resolution for the Board’s review and made a
motion that it be approved:

RESOLUTION 577

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
JACKSONVILLE STATE UNIVERSITY
July Meeting 2017

WHEREAS, although implicit in the Board of Trustees’ delegation of authority to the President
to control access to and the use of the buildings, grounds, and facilities of Jacksonville State
University; and,

WHEREAS, the Alabama Alcoholic Beverage Control Board has advised that best practices
would be for the Board of Trustees to delegate to the President the specific authority to control the
places, times and conditions under which alcoholic beverages may be dispensed on Jacksonville
State University property.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees of Jacksonville State University, in
regular session duly called, by this Resolution hereby reaffirms the delegation of its powers and
authority of control over the property, grounds, and facilities of the University to the President to
include, without reservation or limitation of that plenary authority previously granted, the places,
times and conditions under which alcoholic beverages may be dispensed on the grounds, on the
property, and within any facilities owned or under the control of Jacksonville State University.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the President in his corporate capacity and on behalf of the
Board of Trustees may consent to licensing by the Alabama Alcoholic Beverages Control Board
of such persons or entities as may be reasonable, prudent and necessary for the legal sale or
dispensing of alcoholic beverages for consideration on university property, within its facilities, or
at university or university-sponsored events.
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Coming from the Building & Finance Committee the motion did not require a

second. After discussion, the Resolution was approved unanimously.

Chairman Smith stated that he would like for the Building and Finance Committee to accept the

responsibility for the audit function of the university.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

President Beehler gave the following report to the Board of Trustees:

ACADEMIC AFFAIRS

e Dr. Rebecca Turner, Provost/VPAA, was elected as Chair, Committee of University
Chief Academic Officers, Alabama Commission on Higher Education (ACHE),
2017-2018.

e On May 9, 2017, more than 100 JSU Faculty were recognized for scholarship, teaching,
and service at the annual Faculty Awards Program.

e Accreditations

o The National Association of Schools of Theater (NAST) reaffirmed the
accreditation of our Drama program for ten years, until 2025.

o The Accreditation Council of Education in Nutrition and Dietetics (ACEND)
voted to continue accreditation of the Dietetics program until 2023.

o The National Association of Schools of Art and Design (NASAD) granted
continuing accreditation to the Department of Art and its academic programs,
including the Master of Fine Arts.

o Atits June 2017 meeting, the Commission on Accrediting for Respiratory Care
(CoArc) voted to confer provisional accreditation to the new BS degree in
Respiratory Therapy

School of Arts and Humanities

e Music
o In March, Eryn Oft, Faculty member in the Department of Music, was able to
facilitate, through the use of social media, the donation and repair of an expensive
bassoon that she helped gift to the students of the Atlanta Music Project, creating
a partnership between the developing young musicians and JSU. Excellent
community engagement!
e History and Foreign Language
o Dr. Donald Prudlo marked a decade of success in taking JSU students on an
annual trip to Rome where they are instructed on various themes in Roman and
World History. He is a renowned scholar on Catholic history providing analysis
and commentary for Vatican Radio on key issues.
o Dr. George Lauderbaugh’s History of Ecuador (2012) was so well received that
the U.S. Embassy in Ecuador sponsored its translation into Spanish so that it
could be distributed there as a tool for furthering of US-Ecuadorian relations.

School of Business and Industry
e Merrill Hall

o The new Finance Lab is complete and ready for classes to begin in fall 2017. It
includes cutting edge technology and access to state-of-the-art financial software.
The Stock Tickers are running in the Finance Lab and in the lobby of Merrill Hall
where new furniture has been installed for students.

o 10 classrooms in the Merrill Hall annex have been renovated with enhanced
technology, furniture and atmosphere.

e Finance, Economics, and Accounting

o During the 2017 tax season, 14 JSU accounting majors worked at tax
preparation sites in Anniston, Jacksonville and Gadsden to help prepare more
than 370 tax returns for working families — helping them obtain more than
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$725,000 in tax refunds and saving families $150,000 in commercial tax
preparation fees.
e Alabama Power Robotics Education Center

o JSU’s Robotics Team finished in 1% place at the national robotics competition
for the Association for Technology, Management, and Applied Engineering
(ATMAE).

o The department collaborated with Computer Science in an NSF grant that
established a Critical Infrastructures Security Lab facility to support research
for security issues in control systems.

e Communications

o The Communications Program ranks among 119 Journalism and Mass
Communication (JMC) programs in the nation that are accredited by the
Accrediting Council on Education in Journalism and Mass Communications
(ACEJMC), and is one of only four such programs in Alabama.

School of Education
e Autism Conference

o The first annual Autism Conference was very successful drawing 100
participants from local area schools including classroom teachers, collaborative
educators, special education coordinators, and JSU teacher candidates. The
second conference is in the planning stages for early November 2017.

o A long-term goal exists to create the JSU Center for Autism. This center would
provide ongoing education, professional development, and resources for autism
awareness in our community as well as across the state of Alabama.

School of Health Professions and Wellness
e Department of Nursing

o 68 students have been admitted to the new Doctor of Nursing Practice program
tracks for this fall.

o The School of Health Professions and Wellness houses the Medical Reserve
Corps (MRC) for Calhoun-Cleburne counties. Through this entity, automated
external defibrillators (AEDs) are being placed in strategic locations throughout
campus.

e Respiratory Therapy

o Construction has begun on our RT Skills Lab, with an expected August 1
completion date. It is located next to the Nursing Simulation Lab in the
Brookstone Building. A grant from the Stringfellow Health Fund Grant for over
$69K will help cover the costs of the lab equipment.

o Admission letters have been mailed for the first cohort of 24 Respiratory
Therapy students starting fall 2017. The first cohort of students has an average
ACT of 23 and an average GPA of 3.41.

School of Human Services and Social Sciences
e Criminal Justice

o The Center for Applied Forensics (CFAF) has assisted in investigating
numerous cases across six counties in Northeast Alabama. CFAF provides
necessary crime scene support to underfunded police departments and sheriffs
offices. Through its partnerships, the CFAF has received almost $100,000 to
support the consultation and technical support provided to regional partners.

o The Criminal Justice Department collaborates each summer with the Etowah
County Sheriff’s Office to put on a Student Leadership Academy. Faculty
provided instruction to honors students from all over Etowah County in the
Leadership Academy.

o Four students have completed degree requirements for the Doctor of Science in
Emergency Management and nine have completed qualifying exams and are
working on dissertation proposals. 55 students are enrolled.

o Two formal agreements with the Center for Domestic Preparedness
(DHS/FEMA) enable us to give free JSU credit for select CDP courses and
enables our doctoral students to be research associates within the CDP.

e Department of Psychology

o JSU is the only university in Alabama with an accredited master’s program in

behavioral analysis.
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o Graduates of our master’s program in psychology have a 100% job placement
rate with an average starting salary of over $50,000.
e Department of Sociology and Social Work
o The JSU undergraduate social work program is one of the largest in the state,
with over 1,300 graduates and approximately 250 majors. It is one of the top ten
undergraduate majors at JSU.
e Department of Military Science
o New Professor, Major Cory Roberts, replacing Col. David Wood who retired.

School of Science
e Mathematics & Computer Information Sciences

o There is a 99% job placement rate for all Computer Science and Computer
Information Sciences graduates.

o JSU has reaffirmed its prestigious designation as a National Center for
Academic Excellence in Information Assurance Education by the Department
of Homeland Security and the National Security Agency (DHS-NSA) through
2021.

e Graduate Studies

o Graduate Studies has a renewed emphasis on marketing our programs and has
streamlined its application and admission review processes, with dedicated
personnel, systems, and resources to provide for timely responses to prospective
students. JSU offers international-friendly programs that keep students in
compliance throughout the process of applying, enrolling and persisting.

e Learning Services

o The second year of the Fast Start Academy began on June 19 and this year’s

enrollment is at a maximum capacity of 71 students (up 48% from last year).
e Honors Program

o Under the leadership of director, Dr. Lori Owens, the Honors Program has grown

to over 600 students taking honors classes across many disciplines.
e Sponsored Programs

o The Coordinator of Proposal Development, in conjunction with Information
Technology, facilitated the successful selection and implementation of Evisions’
grants management system, Cayuse 424®. This system will allow for seamless
submission of grants to external agencies along with providing mechanized award
and post-award functionality. JSU will be one of three universities piloting a new,
modified version of Cayuse SP® specifically designed for smaller, regional
institutions.

e International Programs

o As part of an increased focus on international recruitment, JSU initiated
international field recruitment in India and Nepal this spring. The purpose of
the field recruitment is to increase brand identity of Jacksonville State University
in other parts of the world.

STUDENT AFFAIRS

e Office of Admissions

o Recruitment efforts have resulted in a 27% increase in first year student
applications over this time last year and a 19% increase in accepted first year
students.

e Transfer Pathways Program

o Signing ceremony for two new memorandums of understanding at Northeast
Community College and Southern Union State Community College.

o Development of a state-wide memorandum of understanding with the Alabama
Community College System for Nursing.

o As of June 2017, JSU has an 80% acceptance rate regarding the Presidential
Transfer Scholarship. This is an increase of 30% over last year.

e Student Leaders Excel!

o SGA Officers, Freshman Forum, and Go! Leaders all had enhanced GPAs
compared to the prior year at 3.46, 3.31, and 3.58, respectively. Engagement
leads to success!

e Disability Support Services



