Kitsap County Sheriff's Office

510

Vehicle Towing and Release

510.1 PURPOSE AND SCOPE
This policy provides the procedures for towing a vehicle by or at the direction of the Kitsap County
Sheriff's Office.

510.2 RESPONSIBILITIES
The responsibilities of those employees storing or impounding a vehicle are as follows.

510.2.1 REMOVAL OF VEHICLE DISABLED IN A TRAFFIC COLLISION

When a vehicle has been involved in a traffic collision and must be removed from the scene, the
deputy shall have the driver select a towing company, if possible, and shall relay the request for
the specified towing company to the dispatcher. When there is no preferred company requested
the department contracted tow company will be requested.

If the owner is incapacitated, or for any reason it is necessary for the Department to assume
responsibility for a vehicle involved in a collision, the deputy shall request the dispatcher to call
the department contracted tow company. The deputy will then impound the vehicle using the
Washington Uniform Inventory Impound form.

510.2.2 DRIVING A NON-COUNTY VEHICLE

Vehicles which are to be towed at the direction of the Department should not be driven by sheriff's
personnel unless it is necessary to move a vehicle a short distance to eliminate a hazard, prevent
the obstruction of a fire hydrant, or to comply with posted signs.

510.2.3 DISPATCHER'S RESPONSIBILITIES

Upon receiving a request for towing, the dispatcher shall promptly telephone the specified
authorized towing service. The deputy shall be advised when the request has been made and the
towing service has been dispatched.

When there is no preferred company requested, the dispatcher shall call the department
contracted tow company.

510.2.4 RECORDS DIVISION RESPONSIBILITIES

Whenever a stolen vehicle is impounded by the Kitsap County Sheriff's OfficePatrol personnel will
promptly attempt to notify the legal owner of the recovery (RCW 7.69.030(7)). If Patrol Personnel
or CenCom are unable to contact the owner the Records Unit will continue to attempt contact.

510.3 TOWING SERVICES
The County of Kitsap periodically selects a firm to act as the official tow service and awards a
contract to that firm. This firm will be used in the following situations:

(@) Whenitis necessary to safeguard a vehicle due to the inability of the owner or operator
to take the required action.
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(b)  When a vehicle is being held as evidence in connection with an investigation.

() When itis otherwise necessary to store a motor vehicle. This would include situations
involving the recovery of stolen or abandoned vehicles, and the removal from the
streets of vehicles obstructing traffic in violation of state or local regulations.

Nothing in this policy shall require the Office to tow a vehicle.

510.4 STORAGE AT ARREST SCENES

Whenever a person in charge or in control of a vehicle is arrested, it is the policy of this office to
provide reasonable safekeeping for the arrestee’s vehicle. The vehicle shall be stored whenever
it is mandated by law, needed for the furtherance of an investigation or prosecution of the case, or
when the Community Caretaker Doctrine would reasonably suggest it. For example, the vehicle
would present a traffic hazard if not removed, or due to a high crime area the vehicle would be
in jeopardy of theft or damage if left at the scene.

No impound should occur if other alternatives are available that would ensure the vehicle’s
protection. Factors that should be considered by deputies in determining whether to impound a
vehicle pursuant to this policy include:

(@) Whether the offense for which the subject was arrested mandates vehicle impound
(e.g., commercial sexual abuse of a minor, promoting commercial sexual abuse
of a minor, or promoting travel for commercial sexual abuse of a minor (RCW
9A.88.140(2)).

(b)  Whether someone is available at the scene of the arrest to whom the vehicle could
be released.

(c) Whether the vehicle is impeding the flow of traffic or is a danger to public safety.
(d)  Whether the vehicle can be secured.

(e) Whether the detention of the arrestee will likely be of such duration as to require
protection of the vehicle.

(H  Whether there is some reasonable connection between the crime/arrest and the
vehicle, or the vehicle is related to the commission of another crime (i.e., the vehicle
itself has evidentiary value).

() Whether the owner/operator requests that the vehicle be stored.

(h)  Whether the vehicle would be in jeopardy of theft or damage if left at the scene in a
high-crime area.

In cases where a vehicle is not stored, the handling employee shall note in the report that the
owner was informed that the Office will not be responsible for theft or damages to the vehicle.

510.5 VEHICLE INVENTORY
All property in a stored or impounded vehicle shall be inventoried and listed on the vehicle impound
form. A locked vehicle trunk shall not be opened, even if it may be opened without a key from an
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accessible area of the passenger compartment. Locked or closed containers located within the
passenger compartment should be inventoried as a sealed unit, absent exigent circumstances.

Members conducting inventory searches should be as thorough and accurate as practical in
preparing an itemized inventory. These inventory procedures are for the purpose of protecting an
owner's property while in sheriff's custody, to provide for the safety of deputies, and to protect the
Department against fraudulent claims of lost, stolen, or damaged property.

510.6 SECURITY OF VEHICLES AND PROPERTY

Unless it would cause an unreasonable delay in the completion of a vehicle impound/storage or
create an issue of officer safety, deputies should make reasonable accommodations to permit
a driver/owner to retrieve small items of value or personal need (e.g. cash, jewelry, cell phone,
prescriptions) which are not considered evidence or contraband.

If an inventory search of a vehicle leaves the vehicle or any property contained therein vulnerable
to unauthorized entry, theft or damage, personnel shall take such steps as are reasonably
necessary to secure and/or preserve the vehicle or property from such hazards.
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