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Vehicle Impound Hearings
512.1   PURPOSE AND SCOPE
This policy establishes a procedure for the requirement to provide vehicle storage or impound
validity hearings.

512.2   IMPOUND HEARING
When a vehicle is impounded by any member of the Kitsap County Sheriff's Office, a hearing
will be conducted upon the request of the registered or legal owner of the vehicle or their agent
(RCW 46.55.240).

512.2.1   HEARING PROCEDURES
The registered tow truck operator shall give to each person who seeks to redeem an impounded
vehicle, or item of personal property registered or titled with the department, written notice of the
right of redemption and opportunity for a hearing, which notice shall be accompanied by a form
to be used for requesting a hearing, the name of the person or agency authorizing the impound,
and a copy of the towing and storage invoice. The registered tow truck operator shall maintain a
record evidenced by the redeeming person's signature that such notification was provided.

Any person seeking to redeem an impounded vehicle under this section has a right to a hearing
in the district or municipal court for the jurisdiction in which the vehicle was impounded to contest
the validity of the impoundment or the amount of towing and storage charges. The district court
has jurisdiction to determine the issues involving all impoundments including those authorized
by the state or its agents. The municipal court has jurisdiction to determine the issues involving
impoundments authorized by agents of the municipality. Any request for a hearing shall be made
in writing on the form provided for that purpose and must be received by the appropriate court
within ten days of the date the opportunity was provided for in (a) of this subsection and more
than five days before the date of the auction. At the time of the filing of the hearing request, the
petitioner shall pay to the court clerk a filing fee in the same amount required for the filing of a
suit in district court. If the hearing request is not received by the court within the ten-day period,
the right to a hearing is waived and the registered owner is liable for any towing, storage, or other
impoundment charges permitted under this chapter. Upon receipt of a timely hearing request, the
court shall proceed to hear and determine the validity of the impoundment. (RCW 46.55.120 (2))
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