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The Town of Long View Board of Aldermen met in the Council Chambers of Long View Town Hall on 
Monday, June 28, 2021 at 6:30 p.m.  Due to social distancing guidelines regarding COVID-19, the 
meeting was held over Zoom software and attendees were both physically present and electronically 
present. 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT (Physically): The following members of the Board were present: Mayor 
Marla Thompson, Mayor Pro Tempore / Alderman Randall Mays, Alderman David Elder, Alderman Gary 
Lingerfelt, Alderman Dallas Tester, and Alderman Thurman VanHorn. 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT (Electronically): None. 
 
STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT (Physically): The following members of staff were present: 
Town Administrator David Draughn, Town Clerk Stephanie Watson, Finance Director James Cozart, Town 
Planner Charles Mullis, Public Works Director Chris Eckard, and Police Chief T.J. Bates.  
 
STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT (Electronically):  None. 
 
OTHERS PRESENT (Electronically):  None. 
 
OTHERS PRESENT (Physically):  Shirley Lowman, Kevin Griffin, and one other were present. 
 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER:  Mayor Marla Thompson called the meeting to order and gave the 
invocation. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Motion was made by Alderman Randall Mays, seconded by Alderman 
Thurman VanHorn to approve the June 14, 2021 Regular Meeting Minutes.  The vote to approve was 
unanimous. 
 

AYES:  Mayor Pro Tempore / Alderman Randall Mays 
   Alderman David Elder 

Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
Alderman Dallas Tester 
Alderman Thurman VanHorn 

NOES:   None 
 
ADOPTION OF FISCAL YEAR 2021-2022 BUDGET 
 
Town Administrator David Draughn presented to the Board the proposed Fiscal Year 2021-2022 Budget 
Ordinance for adoption.  The Budget Ordinance public hearing was held on June 14, 2021 in accordance 
with General Statutes.  The ordinance reflects all Board directives from the Budget Retreat, Budget 
Work Shop, and the Public Hearing.   
 
The total spending for the Fiscal Year 2021-2022 Operating Budget is $6,034,652.   
 

TOWN OF LONG VIEW  
BOARD OF ALDERMEN 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
MONDAY, JUNE 28, 2021 AT 6:30 PM 
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Alderman Randall Mays stated that he would like to commend all the Department Heads and all the 
workers.  Looking at current year expenses, there have been a lot of savings.  A lot of people had to give 
up a lot and he really wants to thank them as the Town goes into the new budget year.  Thank you to all 
the departments for helping the Town get through the COVID-19 pandemic.    
 
Motion was made by Alderman Thurman VanHorn, seconded by Alderman David Elder to adopt Budget 
Ordinance 02-21-22.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 
 

AYES:  Mayor Pro Tempore / Alderman Randall Mays 
   Alderman David Elder 

Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
Alderman Dallas Tester 
Alderman Thurman VanHorn 

NOES:   None 
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PLANNING BOARD APPOINTMENTS – TOWN PLANNER CHARLES MULLIS 

 
Town Planner Charles Mullis informed the Board that the terms of office will expire on July 1, 
2021, for Planning Board members Luther Rudisill, Phyllis Pennington, and Melissa Culbreath. 
He asked those Planning Board members if they would like to be considered for reappointment 
by the Board of Aldermen and all three have stated that they would be interested in serving 
another term. 
 
He requested that the Board of Aldermen reappoint Luther Rudisill, Phyllis Pennington, and 
Melissa Culbreath to another three-year term on the Long View Planning Board to expire in July 
of 2024. 
 
Motion was made by Alderman David Elder, seconded by Alderman Thurman VanHorn to reappoint 
Luther Rudisill, Phyllis Pennington, and Melissa Culbreath to another three-year term on the 
Long View Planning Board to expire in July of 2024.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 
 

AYES:  Mayor Pro Tempore / Alderman Randall Mays 
   Alderman David Elder 

Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
Alderman Dallas Tester 
Alderman Thurman VanHorn 

NOES:   None 

 
Town Planner Charles Mullis informed the Board that Article III of the Town of Long View 
Planning Board Rules of Procedure state the following: 
 

"The Planning Board shall consist of five regular members and two alternates, all of 
whom are residents of the Town of Long View and who have been duly appointed by the 
Board of Aldermen." 
 
"If vacancy on the Planning Board occurs for reason of death, resignation, change of 
residence, Board of Aldermen removal, or any other cause, the seat shall be filled by the 
Board of Aldermen in an expeditious manner for the duration of the unexpired term." 

 
Shirley Lowman who is currently serving as Chairman of the Planning Board and Billy 
Rice who is currently serving as Alternate #2 on the Planning Board have stated that they 
will no longer be able to serve on the Planning Board. 
 
Mr. Mullis requested that the Board of Aldermen appoint Ronnie Stilwell of 1490 22nd Street SW 
as Alternate #1 to the Town of Long View Planning Board to serve out the remainder of 
Shirley Lawman's term which is set to expire on July 1, 2023. 
 
Mr. Mullis requested that the Board of Aldermen appoint Sheila Adams of 423 26th Street NW 
as Alternate #2 to the Town of Long View Planning Board whose term will expire on 
July 1, 2024. 
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Motion was made by Alderman Randall Mays, seconded by Alderman Gary Lingerfelt to appoint Ronnie 
Stillwell as Alderman #1 with a term expiration of July 1, 2023 and Sheila Adams as Alternate #2 with a 
term to expire on July 1, 2024.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 
 

AYES:  Mayor Pro Tempore / Alderman Randall Mays 
   Alderman David Elder 

Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
Alderman Dallas Tester 
Alderman Thurman VanHorn 

NOES:   None 
 
PROCLAMATION TO HONOR SHIRLEY LOWMAN FOR HER YEARS OF SERVICE ON THE PLANNING 
BOARD – TOWN PLANNER CHARLES MULLIS 
 
Town Planner Charles Mullis stated that Shirley Lowman has been serving as the Chairman of the Long 
View Planning Board / Board of Adjustment and is now retiring.  He asked that the Board of Aldermen 
adopt the Proclamation Honoring Shirley Lowman for Her Years of Service. 
 
Mayor Marla Thompson read the proclamation honoring Shirley Lowman for her years of service on the 
Planning Board / Board of Adjustment. 
 
Shirley Lowman thanked everyone that was present for all that they do for the Town of Long View.  
Keep up the good work. 
 
Alderman Randall Mays thanked Ms. Lowman for all the work she has done for the Town throughout the 
years she was a member of the Planning Board / Board of Adjustment.   
 
The rest of the Board thanked Shirley Lowman for her service. 
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RESCIND LONG VIEW EMERGENCY PAID SICK LEAVE POLICY FOR ISSUES RELATED TO COVID-19 – 
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR DAVID DRAUGHN 
 
Town Administrator David Draughn stated that as was previously discussed, in May of 2020 the 
President mandated new emergency measures for employees requiring new COVID FMLA measures for 
payments to employees with COVID issues, where they would be paid without using personal sick leave. 
That policy expired in December 2020.  At his request, the Board extended its own similar policy in 
January 2021, and the policy would remain in effect until rescinded by the Board. The reason for the 
extension was at that time, the Town still did not have access to vaccines for all employees.  
 
Now that the situation has stabilized and vaccinations have been offered to all employees and are 
available to anyone who wants to be vaccinated, Mr. Draughn recommended that the Board rescind the 
local extension of the Emergency FMLA policy. Any future COVID issues will be treated as normal sick 
leave and FMLA matters. 
 
Motion was made by Alderman Dallas Tester, seconded by Alderman Gary Lingerfelt to adopt the 
Resolution to Rescind the Town of Long View’s Emergency Paid Sick Leave Policy for Issues Related to 
COVID-19.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 
 

AYES:  Mayor Pro Tempore / Alderman Randall Mays 
   Alderman David Elder 

Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
Alderman Dallas Tester 
Alderman Thurman VanHorn 

NOES:   None 
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FINANCE DEPARTMENT 
 
Finance Director James Cozart stated that he would like to echo what Alderman Mays stated earlier in 
the meeting.  Department Heads and staff made his job easier by only purchasing what was necessary 
and by being good stewards of Town funds.    

 
General Fund Report 
Finance Director James Cozart informed the Board that in the General Fund as of June 25th with 
99% of the budget year complete, revenues totaled $4,277,358.39.  The Town has collected 
109.19% of its budget revenues for the year. 
 
Expenditures totaled $3,797,751.23.  That is 96.94% of the Town’s budgeted expenses. 
 
Revenues exceeded expenditures by $479,607.16. 
 
There will be a few more revenues coming in after the Board meeting this week so the final for 
revenues will be approximately $545,000. 
 
Utility Fund Report 
In the Utility Fund, revenues totaled $2,234,697.50.  The Town had collected about 87.54% of its 
projected revenues.  This number is slightly off due to the Utility Projects Loan that was for 
$450,000 and the Town only drew down $114,000 for that.  If that loan is removed from the 
equation, the Town has collected 95% of its projected revenues. 
 
Expenditures totaled $1,832,970.25.  That equals to 71.8% of the Town’s budgeted 
expenditures. 
 
Revenues exceeded expenditures by $401,727.25. 

 
Alderman Randall Mays again stated that he wanted to thank the Town’s departments for their sacrifice 
during the current fiscal year.   
 

Budget Transfer #3 
Finance Director James Cozart informed the Board that Budget Transfer #3 was due to the Fiscal 
Year End Transfer of Budget Between departments.  The amount transferred between 
departments was $103,462. 
 
Motion was made by Alderman Randall Mays, seconded by Alderman Thurman VanHorn to 
approve Budget Transfer #3.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 
 

AYES:  Mayor Pro Tempore / Alderman Randall Mays 
   Alderman David Elder 

Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
Alderman Dallas Tester 
Alderman Thurman VanHorn 

NOES:   None 
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ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 
Thank You to Finance Department 
Town Administrator David Draughn thanked Finance Director James Cozart and his staff for the work 
they have done to keep the Budget in line. 
 
Message from Governor Cooper Regarding ARPA Funds 
Town Administrator David Draughn stated that the Town is still waiting on guidance regarding the ARPA 
funds that the Town will soon receive.  According to the letter received from Governor Cooper, the 
estimated grant amount that the Town will receive is now $1,571,178 broken down into two 
disbursements.  The first disbursement will be for $785,589.20 when it is released from Raleigh.  The 
second disbursement will be a year from now.  The Town will have until December 31, 2024 to use those 
funds. 
 
1st Ave Cir NW Parking Issue 
Town Administrator David Draughn informed the Board that the Town is still working on this issue.  He 
spoke with Alderman Tester about this matter today.  More information will be presented after the 
matter has been discussed further. 
 
Election Update – Town Attorney Jimmy Summerlin, Jr. 
Town Administrator David Draughn asked Attorney Jimmy Summerlin, Jr. to speak about the upcoming 
election. 
 
Town Attorney Jimmy Summerlin, Jr. stated that as was previously discussed, the NC Senate had Senate 
Bill 722 which was designed to deal with the delay in the Census numbers in reference to the Election of 
the Board of Aldermen.  That Bill did pass the House with some changes.  It went back to the Senate and 
they passed it again.  It was presented to the Governor on June 16th, and he had 10 days to take an 
action.  He did not take an action, so it became law without his signature.  
 
Attorney Summerlin, Jr. briefly went over the details of the new law which would delay the election until 
March 8, 2022.  (See the attached documents.) 
 
There was one section of the law, that while not stated very clearly, that seems to allow for the Mayor’s 
election to be in November 2021 and a separate election to be held in March 2022 for the other Board 
members.  This is due to the Mayor’s race being an at large election that is not limited by Wards. 
 
Attorney Summerlin, Jr. stated that his recommendation was to adopt the included resolution stating 
that the Board is opting not to have the Mayor’s race in November 2021 due to the requirements for 
holding that election this year. This would make it so the Mayor’s race would be in March 2022 along 
with the other Board of Aldermen members up for re-election. 
 
Mr. Draughn presented to the Board the Resolution to Delay the Town of Long View Mayor’s Election 
Per S.B 722.   
 
Attorney Summerlin, Jr. stated that the Aldermen currently serving would remain in service until their 
successors are sworn in after the March 8, 2022 election. 
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When Alderman Dallas Tester asked about when the swearing in would occur after the March 2022 
election, Town Administrator David Draughn stated that typically this would happen at the 
organizational meeting after the election.  The next meeting after March 8th would be when the 
members would be sworn in. 
 
Alderman Dallas Tester stated that he felt it would cheaper for the Town to do the election at one time 
instead of splitting it up into two separate elections.  He did not know if there was going to be anything 
else on the ballot this Fall, so he did not know if it would make a difference.  For no other reason but to 
save from confusion, his opinion was it would be better to have all elections in March 2022. 
 
Alderman Gary Lingerfelt stated that he agreed with Alderman Tester. 
 
Motion was made by Alderman Randall Mays, seconded by Alderman Gary Lingerfelt to adopt the 
Resolution to Delay the Town of Long View Mayor’s Election Per S.B. 722 until March 8, 2022 to match 
the Aldermen’s elections.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 
 

AYES:  Mayor Pro Tempore / Alderman Randall Mays 
   Alderman David Elder 

Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
Alderman Dallas Tester 
Alderman Thurman VanHorn 

NOES:   None 
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OTHER BUSINESS 
 
There was no other business. 
 
BOARD MEMBER’S CLOSING COMMENTS 
 
There were no closing comments. 
 
CLOSED SESSION TO DISCUSS A LEGAL MATTER 
 
Motion was made by Alderman Randall Mays, seconded by Alderman Thurman VanHorn to enter a 
Closed Session at 6:52 p.m. to discuss a legal matter.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 
 

AYES:  Mayor Pro Tempore / Alderman Randall Mays 
   Alderman David Elder 

Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
Alderman Dallas Tester 
Alderman Thurman VanHorn 

NOES:   None 
 
Motion was made by Alderman Randall Mays, seconded by Alderman Dallas Tester to adjourn the 
Closed Session and return to the regular meeting at 7:02 p.m.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 
 

AYES:  Mayor Pro Tempore / Alderman Randall Mays 
   Alderman David Elder 

Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
Alderman Dallas Tester 
Alderman Thurman VanHorn 

NOES:   None 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion was made by Alderman Thurman VanHorn, seconded by Alderman David Elder to adjourn the 
meeting at 7:03 p.m.  The vote to approve was unanimous. 
 

AYES:  Mayor Pro Tempore / Alderman Randall Mays 
   Alderman David Elder 

Alderman Gary Lingerfelt 
Alderman Dallas Tester 
Alderman Thurman VanHorn 

NOES:   None 
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      Approved this the _____ day of _____________, 2021. 
 
 
      _____________________________________________ 
      Marla G. Thompson 
      Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Stephanie C. Watson 
Town Clerk, CMC, NCCMC 
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