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MAINE STATE POLICE GENERAL ORDER 
 

E-2 
 

 
SUBJECT: MAINE STATE POLICE OATH OF OFFICE AND LAW ENFORCEMENT 
CODE OF ETHICS POLICY 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE: 03.11.2021 
 
EXPIRATIION DATE: 03.11.2028 
 
RECENT HISTORY: AMENDED (03.11.2021); AMENDED (08.01.2020); 
REVISES MSP GO E-2 (05.05.2010); CONVERTED TO WEB FORMAT ON 
01.09.2009; FORMERLY G.O. 1B (EFFECTIVE DATE 08.14.2007), WHICH 
RESCINDED THE PREVIOUS VERSION OF G.O. 1B (EFFECTIVE DATE 
02.08.1993) 
 

DISTRIBUTION CODE: 2 (MAY BE PUBLICLY DISCLOSED) 
 
APPLICABILITY CODE: S, Z 
 
MLEAP: 2.02, 2.03 
 

 
 
SIGNATURE OF COLONEL:  

 

 
I. PURPOSE 

 
1. The purpose of this General Order is to establish the Maine State Police 

policy concerning the Maine State Police Oath of Office and Law 
Enforcement Code of Ethics. 
 

II. POLICY 
 

1. The policy of the State Police is: 
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A. To administer a Maine State Police Oath of Office for Enlistment to 
individuals enlisting as sworn law enforcement officers with the 
Maine State Police; MLEAP 2.03 

B. To administer a Maine State Police Oath of Office for Promotion to 
Maine State Police officers at times they are promoted; and 

C. To require newly enlisted and promoted officers to read and agree 
to abide by the Law Enforcement Code of Ethics, which must be the 
International Association of Chiefs of Police-approved version. 
MLEAP 2.02 
  

III. DEFINITIONS 
 

1. For the purposes of this General Order, the terms included in this section 
are defined as follows, unless otherwise indicated in the order. 
 

A. Code. "Code" means the Law Enforcement Code of Ethics. 
B. Colonel. “Colonel” means the Chief of the Maine State Police, or her 

or his designee. 
C. Oath of Office for Enlistment. "Oath of Office for Enlistment" 

means the oath of office administered to individuals enlisting as 
sworn officers with the Maine State Police. 

D. Oath of Office for Promotion. "Oath of Office for Promotion" means 
the oath of office administered to Maine State Police officers at a 
time of promotion. 
 

IV. PROCEDURE 
 

1. THE OATH 
 

A. To assume a sworn status, all Maine State Police officers must take 
and agree to abide by the Oath of Office for Enlistment. MLEAP 
2.03  

B. All recruits shall take the Oath of Office for Enlistment during their 
last week at the Maine Criminal Justice Academy. 
 

1. In the case of an operational emergency, the Colonel may 
authorize the administration of the Oath of Office for 
Enlistment earlier than the last week of the academy. 
 

C. All newly-promoted sworn officers shall take the Oath of Office for 
Promotion at the time they are promoted. 

D. Both the Oath of Office for Enlistment and the Oath of Office for 
Promotion must be administered by the Colonel. 
 

2. THE CODE 
 

A. All officers shall read and agree to abide by the Code. 

https://www.theiacpconference.org/
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B. All recruits shall read and agree to abide by the Code within one day 
of being hired by the Maine State Police. 

C. All newly-promoted sworn personnel shall re-affirm their 
agreement to abide by the Code at each time of promotion. 
 

3. ADMINISTRATION OF THE OATH AND CODE 
 

A. At the time of the administration of the Oath of Office for 
Enlistment, an individual taking such oath shall raise her or his 
right hand and repeat the Colonel's reading of the oath; after doing 
so, the newly-sworn officer shall sign a copy of the Oath of Office for 
Enlistment.  
 
1. The signed copy of the Oath of Office for Enlistment shall be 
placed in the newly-sworn officer's personnel file. 
 

B. At the time of the administration of the Oath of Office for 
Promotion, an officer taking such oath shall raise her or his right 
hand and repeat the Colonel's reading of the oath; after doing so, 
the officer shall sign a copy of the Oath of Office for Promotion.  
 
1. The signed copy of the Oath of Office for Promotion shall be 
placed in the newly-promoted officer's personnel file. 

 
C. After the administration of the appropriate oath, the Colonel shall 

review the Code with each newly-sworn or -promoted officer, who 
shall thereafter sign a copy of the Code.  
 
1. The signed copy of the Code shall be placed in the officer's 
personnel file. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
 

▪ Maine State Police Oath of Office for Enlistment 
▪ Maine State Police Oath of Office for Promotion 
▪ Law Enforcement Code of Ethics 

 

100430MSPOathofOff

iceforEnlistment.pdf

100430MSPOathofOff

iceforPromotion.pdf

100430LawEnforceme

ntCodeofEthics.pdf  
 

NOTICE 
 
THIS GENERAL ORDER IS FOR USE OF THE MAINE STATE POLICE AND 
NOT FOR ANY OTHER AGENCY. THE GENERAL ORDER IS NOT INTENDED 
TO BE RELIED UPON BY ANY OTHER INDIVIDUAL OR PRIVATE OR 

http://www.ps.state.me.us/orders/mspgo/orders/code4/documents/100430MSPOathofOfficeforEnlistment.pdf
http://www.ps.state.me.us/orders/mspgo/orders/code4/documents/100430MSPOathofOfficeforPromotion.pdf
http://www.ps.state.me.us/orders/mspgo/orders/code4/documents/100430LawEnforcementCodeofEthics.pdf
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PUBLIC AGENCY. THE GENERAL ORDER EXPRESSLY DOES NOT CREATE, 
AND IS NOT INTENDED TO CREATE, A HIGHER LEGAL STANDARD OF 
SAFETY OR CARE IN AN EVIDENTIARY SENSE WITH RESPECT TO THIRD-
PARTY CLAIMS. VIOLATIONS OF THIS ORDER ONLY MAY FORM THE 
BASIS FOR ADMINISTRATIVE SANCTIONS BY THE MAINE STATE POLICE. 
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