ORANGE COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE .

GENERAL ORDER

Effective Date: April 4, 2025 Amends - GO 6.2.20 (November 6, 2019) Number: 6.2.20

Reviewing Authority:

Distribution: All Personnel Review Month: November UPD / Division Commander

Subject: Ride Along

This order consists of the following:

1. Purpose

2. Policy

3. Procedures
1. Purpose

The purpose of this policy is to establish procedures whereby civilian personnel can ride
along with uniformed Orange County Sheriff's Office Deputy Sheriffs. A civilian riding with
Deputy Sheriffs, while the Deputy is on duty, enables them to get a real life perspective of
what law enforcement is all about.

2. Policy
A. While participating in the program the rider must obey any lawful order, direction or
instruction from the deputy and shall remain in the agency vehicle unless otherwise
directed.
B. All riders are under the command and control of the Deputy they are riding with.

C. All riders must follow the agency rules, regulations, policies and procedures.

D. No rider shall take any enforcement action without the consent of the Deputy they
are riding with.

E. No uniforms of any type will be worn by riders. This includes Orange County
Sheriff's Office PSO uniforms, Explorer uniforms, Corrections uniforms, etc. Law
enforcement officers from other agencies shall not be permitted to wear uniforms.
This does not apply to Orange County Sheriff's Office Reserve or Auxiliary Deputies.

F. All civilian riders not employed by the agency (i.e., non-agency civilians) shall have
completed the required CJIS online security training prior to the Ride Along. This
training certificate is valid for one (1) year. Agency civilian employees and
volunteers shall also have CJIS security training prior to the Ride Along. This
security training is required by the FBI's Criminal Justice Information Services (CJIS)
Security Policy due to the civilian riders having the ability to view criminal justice
information while inside the agency vehicle.

G. Failure to comply with (A) through (F) above will result in the immediate termination
of the ride.



3.

Procedures
A.

Requirements for Non-Agency Civilians
The Ride Along Program is open to all non-agency civilians who meet the following
requirements:

1.

2.

3.

At least 18 (eighteen) years of age

Completion of the Ride Along Program Application

Completion of Ride Along Program Release Agreement

Completion of the required CJIS online security training

No pending felony charges or felony convictions

No pending misdemeanor charges or misdemeanor convictions

Failure to disclose any and all pending criminal charges or arrests will

automatically disqualify applicant from participating in the Ride Along
Program.

Requirements for Civilian Agency Employees and Volunteers
The Ride Along program is open to all civilian agency employees and volunteers
(includes Chaplains and Explorers) who meet the following requirements:

1. At least 18 (eighteen) years of age

2. Completion of the Authorization to Ride Along for Agency Civilian Employees
or Volunteers form by supervisor

3. Completion of the required CJIS online security training, at a minimum.

4, No pending criminal charges or internal Professional Standards
investigations

Limitations

The following limitations are placed on the Ride Along Program.

1. Civilian agency employees and volunteers are permitted to ride only one time
per month with the permission of their supervisor.

2. Non-agency civilians shall be permitted to ride one time per year. The only
exceptions to this will be civilians riding with the Watch Commander(s) and/or
civilians approved by the Sector Captain(s) or by the Office of the Sheriff.

3. Civilian riders shall be limited to two per squad per shift and will ride on a first
come first served basis.

4. Current Orange County Sheriff's Office academy sponsorship and certified
applicants shall receive priority for Ride Along opportunities in Sectors I, I,
[, and IV.

5. Civilian riders must be approved by agency personnel holding the rank of


http://ocsoportal/OCSO%20Forms/Ride%20Along%20Program%20Application.pdf#search=ride%20along%20program
http://ocsoportal/OCSO%20Forms/Ride%20Along%20Program%20Release%20Agreement.pdf#search=ride%20along%20program
http://ocsoportal/OCSO%20Forms/Ride%20Along%20Civilian%20or%20Volunteer%20Authorization%20to%20Ride%202019.pdf
http://ocsoportal/OCSO%20Forms/Ride%20Along%20Civilian%20or%20Volunteer%20Authorization%20to%20Ride%202019.pdf

9.

10.
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Sergeant or above.

The approved dress attire for all civilian riders will be business casual (no t-
shirts, shorts, pants with holes, revealing attire, sandals, backless or thong
type shoes, etc.).

No firearms or any weapons of any type will be carried by any rider.

Parents, spouses, children, and boyfriends/girlfriends shall not be allowed to
ride on the same squad with their counter-parts.

Non-agency civilian riders shall not be permitted to attend the shift briefings.

Uniform Patrol Division supervisors have the authority to refuse any rider if
appearance or attitude is unacceptable.

Procedures for Non-Agency Civilians

1.

Complete the Ride Along Program Application and return it to the Sector
Police Service Officer (PSO) where the non-agency civilian rider wishes to
ride.

The Sector PSO will review the application and conduct a criminal history of
the applicant. If the review reveals anything unacceptable that may disqualify
the applicant, the PSO shall proceed to the next step. If the review is
acceptable, the Sector PSO will contact the CJIS Online Administrator who
will create a CJIS Online Security account for the applicant. The CJIS Online
Administrator creates the applicant’s CJIS Online security account which
generates an automated email to the attendant that contains the steps to
complete the registration and training process. The applicant will complete
the short required CJIS online security training and email the certificate of
completion, to the Sector PSO.

The Sector PSO will forward the rider application package to a sergeant or
higher for approval/disapproval. The Sector PSO will inform the applicant of
the approval/disapproval.

Report to the Sector Office fifteen (15) minutes prior to assigned ride time.

Upon arrival at the Sector Office for the Ride Along, the rider must complete
the Ride Along Program Release Agreement.

Sector PSOs shall enter all approved and denied rider applicants into the
‘RideTracker” program.

Procedures for Agency Civilian Employees and Volunteers

1.

2.

Report to the Sector Office fifteen (15) minutes prior to assigned ride time.

Submit the completed Authorization to Ride Along for Agency Civilian
Employees or Volunteers to the shift supervisor.



http://ocsoportal/OCSO%20Forms/Ride%20Along%20Program%20Application.pdf#search=ride%20along%20program
http://ocsoportal/OCSO%20Forms/Ride%20Along%20Program%20Release%20Agreement.pdf#search=ride%20along%20program
http://ocsoportal/OCSO%20Forms/Ride%20Along%20Civilian%20or%20Volunteer%20Authorization%20to%20Ride%202019.pdf
http://ocsoportal/OCSO%20Forms/Ride%20Along%20Civilian%20or%20Volunteer%20Authorization%20to%20Ride%202019.pdf
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Supervisory Responsibilities
The Uniform Patrol Division supervisors are responsible for the implementation of
the Ride Along Program. The supervisor shall confirm:

1.

The non-agency civilian rider's Rider Program Application has been
approved by a sergeant or higher.

The non-agency civilian rider's Ride Along Program Release Agreement is
completed and the required CJIS online security training certificate was
submitted by each rider prior to the rider entering the agency vehicle.

The agency civilian employee and volunteer riders have completed the
required CJIS online security training, which will be notated on the completed
Authorization to Ride form.

All of the appropriate forms are submitted to the Sector PSO for retention at
the Sector level.

The rider is, in fact, the person authorized to ride.

The “RiderTracker” log at the Sector Office is accurately completed for all
approved riders and all denied applicants.

No more than two riders per shift are riding with his/her squad.
The rider is appropriately dressed to ride.

Riders will not be subject to unnecessary dangers which can reasonably be
avoided.

The above stated guidelines are not meant to limit community participation in the
Ride Along Program. These guidelines are an effort to provide for the safety, as
much as possible, of the Deputy and the rider and to confirm that a professional
image of the agency is maintained.


http://ocsoportal/OCSO%20Forms/Ride%20Along%20Program%20Release%20Agreement.pdf#search=ride%20along%20program

