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I. POLICY:   

 
The Orono Police Department shall honor all international obligations to make or allow consular notification.  

 
II. PURPOSE:   

 
To articulate the Orono Police Department's responsibility, and the rights of foreign nationals in our 

custody, to consular notification.  

 
III. DISCUSSION:   

 
The purpose of the Consular Notification and Access Program (CNA) is to afford arrested or detained 

foreign nationals the opportunity to have their respective consular office notified of their arrest or 

detention. This program also pertains to death notifications for foreign nationals who die while in the 
United States. It has been established to ensure all federal, state, and local agencies comply with 

established conventions to which the United States is a signatory and assists in U.S. citizens receiving the 
same treatment abroad. 

  
IV. NOTIFICATION PROCEDURE                  MLEAP 10.21 

 

A. When foreign nationals are arrested or detained, they must be advised of the right to have their 
consular officials notified.  

 
B. In some cases, the nearest consular officials must be notified of the arrest or detention of a foreign 

national regardless of the nation's wishes; in other cases, the choice of notification is left to the 

foreign national. The correct procedure is dependent on the country from which the foreign national 
claims citizenship.  

 
C. When a government official becomes aware of the death of a foreign national, consular officials 

must be notified.  

 
D. When a foreign national is arrested or detained, the officer should:  
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1. determine the citizenship of the foreign national and whether that country is on the Mandatory 
Notification list, contained at the following link.  

 
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/consularnotification.html 

 

 
a) If the foreign national's country is on the Mandatory Notification list, the officer shall inform 

the foreign national that notification to the consulate is being made.  
 

b) If the foreign national's country is not on the Mandatory Notification list, the officer must 
offer to notify the consulate.  

 

2. Refer to the CNA link for suggested statements to make to either foreign nationals from 
mandatory-notification countries or optional-notification countries.  

 
3. If notification is to be made, use one of the Orono Police Departments’ letterheads and obtain 

the FAX number to the nearest consular office for the foreign national's country from the CNA 

link.  
 

a) FAX the notification to the consular office and note in the arrest report that notification 
was made, to which consular office, and the telephone and FAX number to that office 

(from the CNA link).  
 

1) Place a copy of the FAXed notification form in the case file.  

 
   

E. The CNA link, contains numerous foreign language translations of the two notification statements 
(optional or mandatory notification), as well as a list of mandatory-notification countries, a FAX form 

example, and a listing of all consular offices with addresses and contact numbers.  
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