
 Agency Name Office of Community Services (OCS) 

Chapter No./Name Policy/Procedure Memoranda 

Part No./Name 2003 

Section No./Name 
PPM 03-02 COA Standard S21.5.03 and G9.10.09: CFCIP Independent 

Living Skills Programs 

Date Issued February 3, 2003 

 

 
1 of 3 

 

PPM 03-02 COA Standard S21.5.03 and G9.10.09: CFCIP Independent Living Skills Programs 

(February 3, 2003) 

 

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide all staff with information regarding the independent 

living skills that are being taught to foster children and young adults by the Chafee Foster Care 

Independence Program (CFCIP) Independent Living Skills providers.  In order to coordinate and/or 

provide better services, foster care workers need to be aware of the content of the independent living 

skills program.  The general categories of daily independent living skills include budgeting/money 

management, housing, career planning, employment preparation, education, communication, personal 

care, human sexuality/sexually transmitted diseases, parenthood, consumer awareness, safety, and 

community resources.  The minimum number of hours of training is 32.  Some providers also offer 

advanced courses in independent living skills.  Rutherford House in Shreveport and Human Services 

Foundation in Baton Rouge focus on vocational transition services. 

 

The worker shall refer each youth age 16 years and older to an Independent Living Skills provider.  If a 

15 year old youth would benefit from services, the youth may be referred, but it is not mandatory.  When 

an alternate plan other than a referral to an Independent Living Skills provider is made, the reasons shall 

be documented in the case record and in the case plan for judicial determination of appropriateness of 

services.  The worker needs to assure that the youth received independent living services appropriate for 

his or her individual needs. 

 

Independent Living Skills providers will assess each youth's independent living skills with the Ansell-

Casey Living Skills Assessment instrument before the youth begins the classes.  A written 

individualized independent living skills plan is developed for each youth based on the assessment. 

 

After the youth completes the classes, the Independent Living Skills providers will again assess the 

youth's independent living skills with the Ansell-Casey Living Skills Assessment instrument to 

document the increase in independent living skills.  The providers also prepare a transition living plan 

for youth to transition out of foster care. 

 

In addition to the daily living skills, youth may also receive education/vocational and individual and 

group counseling.  Providers also provide integration and coordination of services and referrals to 

community resources. 

 

Youth continue to be eligible for independent living skills services up to the age of 21 years.  Even if a 

youth does not enter the Young Adult Program or leaves the Young Adult Program before the age of 21 

years, the youth may still contact the Independent Living Skills provider for all services available from 

that provider including counseling, support during the transition, and referrals to community resources.  

Workers shall make youth aware that this resource is available to them up to the age of 21 years.  The 

discussion of available services shall be documented in the CR-8. 

 

Attached is a list of the contact information for the CFCP Independent Living Skills providers.  If you 

have any questions regarding this memorandum, please contact Betty Becker at bbecker@dss.state.la.us 

or 504-568-8003. 



 Agency Name Office of Community Services (OCS) 

Chapter No./Name Policy/Procedure Memoranda 

Part No./Name 2003 

Section No./Name 
PPM 03-02 COA Standard S21.5.03 and G9.10.09: CFCIP Independent 

Living Skills Programs 

Date Issued February 3, 2003 

 

 
2 of 3 

 



 Agency Name Office of Community Services (OCS) 

Chapter No./Name Policy/Procedure Memoranda 

Part No./Name 2003 

Section No./Name 
PPM 03-02 COA Standard S21.5.03 and G9.10.09: CFCIP Independent 

Living Skills Programs 

Date Issued February 3, 2003 

 

 
3 of 3 

 

 


