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Major objectives:

A. Child and Family Services will make active and continued efforts to locate potential
kinship caregivers for placement of a child in agency custody and to build and sustain
family connections for the child.

B. In selecting a placement for a child in agency custody, preferential consideration will be
given to a non-custodial parent, parent, a legal guardian, a relative, or friend of the parent
or guardian, as established in law, subject to the child’s best interests. The child’s wishes
for placement will also be taken into consideration, if the child is of sufficient maturity to
articulate their wishes.

Applicable Law

Utah Code Ann. 880-2a-202. Removal of a child by a peace officer or child welfare caseworker -
- Search warrants -- Protective custody and temporary care of a child.

Utah Code Ann. §880-2a-301. Division's emergency placement of a child -- Background checks.
Utah Code Ann. §80-3-301. Shelter hearing -- Court considerations.

Utah Code Ann. 880-3-302. Shelter hearing -- Placement.

Utah Code Ann. §80-3-303. Post-shelter hearing placement of a child in division’s temporary
custody.

U.S. Code Title 25, Chapter 21. Indian Child Welfare.

U.S. Code Title 42, Chapter 1305. Fostering Connections to Success and Increasing Adoption
Act of 2008.

All children need permanency through enduring relationships that provide stability, familiarity,
and support for the culture of the child; support the child’s sense of self based on existing
attachments; provide for the child’s safety and physical care; and connect the child to their past,
present, and future through continuing family relationships. First priority is to maintain a child
safely at home. However, if a child cannot safely remain at home, kinship care has the potential
for providing these elements of permanency by virtue of the kin’s knowledge of and relationship
to the family and child.

All kinship work is done in the context of a Child and Family Team and includes family
members. Kinship care includes elements of child protection, in-home services, family
preservation, and foster care. When a child cannot safely remain home, kinship care is
preferable to other out-of-home placements if the kinship caregiver can keep the child safe and
appropriately meet the child’s needs.

The caregiver’s willingness and ability to care for and keep the child safe are fundamental. The
kinship caregiver must have or acquire knowledge of the child, be able to meet the child’s needs,
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support reunification efforts, and be able to provide the child access to parents, siblings, and
other family members through visits or caring for the child and siblings as a group.

Ongoing assessment of the child’s safety, permanence, and well-being is important to the
stability and value of kinship care. Ongoing assessment of safety is based on the components of
safety decision-making, which include threats of harm, vulnerabilities of the child, and protective
capacities of the kinship caregiver and their support system.

Providing for kinship care in the Child and Family Services spectrum of services requires active
efforts to identify and locate kin families with whom children may form or continue relationships
at home or in temporary or permanent placements. Support to kinship caregivers is essential to
the success of the child’s placement with the family and to the family’s ability to respond to the
needs of the child. As members of the Child and Family Team, kinship caregivers will receive
support from other family members and from informal and formal supports to provide for the
child.

A. Friend means an adult who has an established relationship with the child or a family
member of the child and is not a natural parent of the child. A friend does not meet the
definition of a relative of the child as defined in Utah Code Ann. 878A-6-307, and may
be an extended relative of the child that is not included in the definition of relative. Child
and Family Services shall consider the child's preferences or level of comfort with the
friend and is required to consider no more than one friend designated by each parent of
the child and one friend designated by the child, if the child is of sufficient maturity to
articulate their wishes in relation to a placement. A friend must be licensed as a foster
parent or be willing to become licensed as a foster parent within 120 days of the shelter
hearing.

B. Guardian is a person who has been appointed by a judge to take care of a minor child
personally and/or manage that person’s affairs until the child reaches majority at 18 years
of age. The guardian (caregiver or responsible adult) has the authority to consent to the
child’s marriage; enlistment in the armed forces; major medical, surgical, or psychiatric
treatment; and to legal custody, if legal custody is not vested in another person, agency,
or institution. [See: Utah Code Ann. §80-1-102.]

C. Kinship caregiver means a non-custodial parent, relative, or friend as defined in this
section, who is selected for placement and care of a child in Child and Family Services
custody.

D. Non-custodial parent is a natural parent as defined in Utah Code Ann. 880-3-302 who is a

biological or adoptive mother, an adoptive father, or a biological father who was married
to the child’s biological mother at the time the child was conceived or born or who has
had paternity established, and who has not been granted legal custody of the child.
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E. Preliminary Placement means an out-of-home placement with a non-custodial parent or
relative, or a friend designated by the parent or child, if they are of sufficient maturity to
articulate their wishes, with whom the child is comfortable with and is willing to become
licensed as a foster parent as authorized in Utah Code Ann. §880-3-302 and §80-2a-301.

1. A Preliminary Placement caregiver who is a relative or is an ICWA-preferred
placement may be married or cohabiting.
2. A Preliminary Placement caregiver who is a friend or extended relative must be

married or single and not cohabiting.

F. Relative is defined in Utah Code Ann. §80-3-102 as an adult who is the child's
grandparent, great grandparent, aunt, great aunt, uncle, great uncle, brother-in-law, sister-
in-law, stepparent, first cousin, stepsibling, or sibling; is a first cousin of the child's
parent; is; or a relative who is the child’s “grandparent, great-grandparent, aunt, great-
aunt, uncle, great-uncle, brother-in-law, sister-in-law, stepparent, first cousin, stepsibling,
or sibling, the first cousin of the parent, or an adult who is a permanent guardian or
natural parent of the child's sibling. For an Indian child, relative also includes an
“extended family member” as defined by the Indian Child Welfare Act ICWA), Title 25
Chapter 21, which is “by the law or custom of the Indian child’s tribe or, in the absence
of such law or custom, will be a person who has reached the age of eighteen and who is
the Indian child’s grandparent, aunt, or uncle, brother or sister, brother-in-law or sister-in-
law, niece or nephew, first or second cousin, or stepparent.”

501.3 Diligent Search For Kin, Asserted Interest And Reporting To The
Courts

When a child enters protective custody, federal and state laws require Child and Family Services
to actively search for relatives of both legal parents and provide notification and information
regarding their rights and responsibilities. Efforts to locate kin and to build and sustain
connections for the child will continue during the child’s involvement with Child and Family
Services. When a child cannot safely remain at home, kinship will be the first option. If the
Child and Family Team is not able to place with kin, the caseworker will provide documentation
in SAFE and to the court regarding the kinship efforts made. Non-relative placements should be
the exception and, as such, should have exceptional justification and documentation.

Within 30 days of removal, the caseworker will initiate diligent searches to identify and locate
missing parents, grandparents, relatives, and/or potential kinship caregivers. The caseworker
will work with the Child and Family Team, designated kin locators, or region appointed persons
to provide kin with notice that a child with whom they have a relationship is in the custody of
Child and Family Services. Child and Family Services will inform any potential kinship
careqgiver that they will need to provide Child and Family Services with notice of interest to
provide long-term permanency in order to pursue permanency for the child. Child and Family
Services will inform potential kinship of the kinship preference timeframe. [See: Utah Code
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Ann, §80-3-302.] Child and Family Services will document all kin who have asserted interest

and will provide it to the court for each hearing.

Caseworker Responsibilities

A.

The caseworker will conduct a diligent and reasonable search to locate potential kinship
caregivers (including the child’s non-custodial parent, grandparents, other adult relatives,
adults who are adoptive parents of the child's sibling, or friends willing to care for the
child, by taking as many of the following steps as necessary:

1.

Interview the custodial parent or guardian to obtain the names, addresses, and
telephone numbers of all potential kinship caregivers (including adoptive parents
of the child’s siblings) or friends who may be able to provide care for the child, or
who may be a resource to a kinship caregiver or friend that will have the child
placed with them. Utilize tools such as genograms, social network mapping, and
others, supporting the identification of possible kinship placements and
connections.

a. If a custodial parent or guardian objects to Child and Family Services
contacting a potential kinship caregiver, the supervisor and the caseworker
may assess whether to still contact the potential kinship caregiver by
considering the following factors:

1) If the safety of the child or the custodial parent or guardian will be
jeopardized if the potential kinship caregiver is contacted.

2) If contacting the potential kinship caregiver is in the best interest
of the child.

3) If contacting the potential kinship caregiver will substantially limit
Child and Family Services’ ability to work with the custodial
parent or guardian to the detriment of the child.

b. Searches are required with or without parental consent, subject to
exceptions due to family violence or domestic violence. If the custodial
parent or guardian is uncooperative in providing the names of potential
kinship caregivers or friends who may have the child placed with them,
the caseworker may contact the Assistant Attorney General (AAG) to
request the court to order the custodial parent to provide the names of all
potential kinship caregivers within five working days.

Interview the child for names, addresses, and telephone numbers of relatives or

friends with whom the child is comfortable. If the child is of sufficient maturity

to articulate their wishes regarding placement, Child and Family Services will
consider relatives or friends designated by the child. If the basis for removing the
child is sexual abuse of the child as described in Utah Code Ann. 880-1-102, the
child’s wishes for placement shall take preference.

Ask participants at a Child and Family Team Meeting to help identify other

potential kinship caregivers or friends who may be willing and able to care for the

child.

a. Any relative or friend attending a Child and Family Team Meeting will be
provided with the Kinship Notification Letter and the Kinship Pamphlet.
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248 4. Interview and engage known maternal and paternal relatives or friends of the
249 child.

250 5. Conduct a search in SAFE on the parents to determine if the parent has had

251 previous cases with Child and Family Services where the child has been adopted.
252 If possible, obtain the contact information of the adoptive parent.

253 6. As early as possible, contact the Native American tribe’s ICWA caseworker to
254 request names, telephone numbers, and addresses of possible kin for any eligible
255 Indian child, then follow-up with tribal placement preferences during case

256 development.

257 7. The caseworker will collaborate with the kin locator or region-appointed person
258 to complete diligent searches on relatives and friends as defined in Utah Code
259 Ann. 880-3-102. Notices will be sent to all known relatives within 30 days of the
260 removal. Continued searches will be made and notices provided throughout the
261 case until the child has returned home, found permanency in a kinship placement,
262 or, when no kinship placements are available, permanency with a non-relative is
263 determined to be in the child's best interest.

264

265 If there is a disruption in a placement, the Child and Family Team will look back at

266 kinship options and resume search and engagement activities.

267

268 B. The caseworker will contact the identified potential kinship caregivers or friends by

269 telephone or in person, asking if they would like to be considered as a placement for the
270 child, disclosing only the information necessary to assess their interest and/or to help
271 identify additional kinship caregivers or friends who may have the ability to have the
272 child placed with them. The potential kinship caregiver or friend will be informed that
273 the information discussed is confidential and will only be used by Child and Family

274 Services to address the best interests of the child. Should the caregiver express their
275 interest in providing permanency for the child, the caseworker will document that in

276 SAFE.

277

278 C. The caseworker/kin locator or region-appointed person will provide written notice,

279 including the Kinship Pamphlet to a non-custodial parent, all grandparents, and other
280 adult relatives (including an adult who is an adoptive parent of the child's sibling) known
281 to Child and Family Services or suggested by the legal parents within 30 days of removal,
282 except when family or domestic violence justifies not providing notice. The written

283 notice will:

284 1. Specify that the child has been or is being removed from the custody of the parent
285 or parents of the child;

286 2. Explain the rights, responsibilities, and options the relative has under federal,
287 state, or local law to participate in the care and placement of the child, including
288 any options that may be lost by failing to respond to the notice; and

289 3. Describe the requirements to become a licensed resource family or to request
290 court-ordered guardianship and any additional services and supports that are

291 available for children placed in a kinship caregiver home.
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The caseworker will continue to search for kinship caregivers and connections
throughout the case, engaging relatives and friends, and inviting them to be part of the
Child and Family Team.

Kinship searches are required when children are not placed with kin and are in custody
for over 12 months with no permanency options, or if there is any disruption or change in
placement unless a kinship search was done within the past 90 days.

At the shelter hearing and subsequent hearings, the caseworker will report progress of
kinship exploration to the Guardian ad Litem (GAL), AAG, and court.

1. Record all identified relatives or friends in SAFE located in the Person Screen
under the Relationships tab.
2. The ongoing caseworker will make phone or face-to-face contact and engage with

kin/friends who have expressed interest in being involved with the child.
3. Responses to the Notification to Kin Letters will be uploaded in SAFE in the
current case. The hardcopies will be filed in the green binder under the kinship

tab.

4. If the caseworker identifies a new relative or friend and needs contact
information, a new search for this kinship option will be completed by the kin
locator.

Kin Locator or Region-Appointed Person Responsibilities:

A.

The kin locator or region-appointed person will collaborate with the caseworker to
initiate searches for relatives and friends in order to provide notice within 30 days of
removal for all known relatives. Other relatives may be identified later in the case and
will be given the Notice to Relative Letter and the Kinship Pamphlet, and their
information will be documented in SAFE.

Kinship searches will be referred to the kin locator by the caseworker. Searches include:
1. Interviews of the parents, the child, and other family and friends.

2. A genogram or other family finding tools used during an interview or Child and
Family Team Meeting.

A check of the Utah Child Welfare database.

Social media.

Vital Records.

Eshare.

Office of Recovery Services (ORS).

Search of public records using CLEAR search program with Thomson Reuters.
This search will be completed for all children who come into Child and Family
Services custody and will include maternal, paternal, and adoptive relatives.

9. Returned Notice to Relative Letters.

ONOo O~ W
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335 C. Provide written notice (Notification to Relative Letter) to a non-custodial parent, all

336 grandparents, all adoptive parents of the child's siblings, and other adult relatives known
337 to Child and Family Services or suggested by the legal parents within 30 days of removal,
338 except when family or domestic violence justifies not providing notice. The written

339 notice will:

340 1. Specify that the child has been or is being removed from the custody of the parent
341 or parents of the child;

342 2. Explain the options the relative has under federal, state, or local law to participate
343 in the care and placement of the child, including any options that may be lost by
344 failing to respond to the notice; and

345 3. Describe the requirements to become a licensed resource family or to request

346 court-ordered guardianship and any additional services and supports that are

347 available for children placed in a kinship caregiver home.

348

349 D. Record all identified relatives or friends in SAFE located in the Relationships tab.
350

351 E. Log returned Notification to Relatives response letters in SAFE Person Screen.

352

353 F. Forward all returned Notification to Relatives letters to the caseworker for follow up.
354 File these forms in the client’s green binder under the kinship section and/or upload them
355 into the child’s case in SAFE.

356

357 G. If unable to identify or locate a non-custodial parent or family member:

358 1. The authorized Child and Family Services worker must complete the ORS

359 Kinship Locate Request form for each child (if kinship locate services are being
360 requested for more than one child). All kinship locate requests must contain the
361 following information:

362 a. The child’s name;

363 b. The child’s date of birth or Social Security Number;

364 C. The individual’s name;

365 d. The individual’s relationship to the child; and,

366 e. The individual’s date of birth or social security number.

367 [See: Administrative Rules R495-884-3 and R495-884-4.]

368 2. The Child and Family Services worker must provide the person’s relationship to
369 the child.

370 3. Once the form is complete, the Child and Family Services worker will email it to
371 orskinshiplocator@ors.gov.

372 4. Urgent requests: If there is an emergency situation that requires immediate

373 attention, the Child and Family Services worker will mark the email request as a
374 High Priority in the subject line. If an individual is not known to the ORS

375 information system, it is not possible to receive a quick response, even in a high
376 priority situation.

377 5. Information received from ORS regarding a child: If the request for kinship
378 locate is for the child, ORS may provide Child and Family Services with the
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379 name, date of birth, Social Security Number, and any paternity information for the
380 child, if available.

381 6. Questions about the kinship locate process should be sent to the Child and Family
382 Services state kinship program administrator, who will contact the ORS Child
383 Support Policy and Training Unit, if necessary.

384

385

386

387 A. If parents share legal joint custody of a child but do not live together and Child and

388 Family Services has determined that the child must be removed from one parent,

389 protective custody is invoked. The child may be placed with the other parent according
390 to the Preliminary Placement requirements for a non-custodial parent. Using the

391 components of safety decision-making, determine with the other parent the supports

392 necessary to keep the child safe. Report the legal joint custody status of the other parent
393 to the court at the shelter hearing for the judge to make a decision about releasing the
394 child to the other parent or ordering the child into Child and Family Services custody.
395

396 B. There is a rebuttable presumption that placement of a child with the child's relative

397 during a child welfare proceeding is in the best interest of the child. It requires Child and
398 Family Services and the juvenile court to consider the rebuttable presumption at certain
399 times throughout a child welfare proceeding, and requires the juvenile court to:

400 1. determine whether Child and Family Services considered the rebuttable

401 presumption and preferential consideration for placement of a child with a relative
402 at the child welfare review hearing;

403 2. provide preferential consideration to a relative's request for placement of a child at
404 the permanency hearing; and

405 3. consider whether a child's relative was given due weight as a placement for the
406 child during the child welfare proceeding before entering a final order of adoption
407 for the child.

408

409 C. The following order of preference shall be applied when determining the person with

410 whom a child will be placed in an emergency placement, provided that the person is

411 willing and has the ability to care for the child, and is subject to the child’s best interest:
412 1. A noncustodial parent of the child in accordance with Utah Code Ann. §80-3-302.
413 2. A relative.

414 3. A friend designated by the custodial parent, guardian, or the child, if the child is
415 of sufficient maturity to articulate the child's wishes in relation to a placement.
416 4. Former foster placement, or other foster placement designated by Child and

417 Family Services.

418 5. A shelter facility.

419

420 D. In determining whether a friend is a willing and appropriate temporary emergency

421 placement for a child, Child and Family Services:
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1. Is required to consider no more than one friend designated by each parent or legal
guardian of the child and one friend designated by the child, if the child is of
sufficient maturity to articulate the child's wishes in relation to a placement;

2. May limit the number of designated friends to two, one of whom shall be a friend
designated by the child, if the child is of sufficient maturity to articulate the
child's wishes in relation to a placement; and

3. Shall give preference to a friend designated by the child, if:

@) the child is of sufficient maturity to articulate the child's wishes; and
(b) Child and Family Services’ basis for removing the child under Utah Code
Ann. §80-1-102 is sexual abuse of the child.
E. An eligible Indian child must be placed within the foster/pre-adoptive placement

preferences established by ICWA:

1. A non-custodial parent of the child.

2. Member of the child’s extended family, according to the tribe’s customary
definition of extended family (25 U.S.C. §1903(2)).

3. Foster home licensed, approved, or specified by the Indian child’s tribe.

4. Indian foster home licensed or approved by an authorized non-Indian.

5 An institution for children approved by an Indian tribe or operated by an Indian
organization that has a program suitable to meet the child’s needs.

6. If none of the above is possible, the child may be placed in a non-Indian foster
home or other appropriate out of home placement.

F. The selection of a placement will be consistent with the child’s needs, first taking into

consideration preference of placement found above. The type of out-of-home placement
for the child, either the initial placement or change in placement, will be determined
within the context of the Child and Family Team. Placement decisions will be made
based upon best interests of the child, which will include the needs of the child and
reducing the trauma of out-of-home care. The following considerations will be taken into
account:

1.

2.

Approved background screening requirements specified in Administrative Rule
R512-500.
Sufficient information to determine whether:

a. The relative or friend has any history of abusive or neglectful behavior
toward other children that may indicate or present a danger to this child,;

b. The child is comfortable with the relative or friend;

C. The relative or friend recognizes the parent's history of abuse and is
committed to protect the child,;

d. The relative or friend is strong enough to resist inappropriate requests by
the parent for access to the child, in accordance with court orders;

e. The relative or friend is committed to caring for the child as long as
necessary; and

f. The relative or friend can provide a secure and stable environment for the
child.
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3. Assessment of safety will be based on safety decision-making principles, which

include:

a. Potential threats of harm;

b. Vulnerabilities of the child; and

C. Protective capacities of the potential kinship caregiver and their support
system.

4. The limited home inspection specified in Utah Code Ann. §80-2a-301 is required
for a non-custodial parent, relative, or friend. The limited home inspection is
conducted in the home of the prospective kinship caregiver to determine if there
are apparent safety risks in the home that present a potential threat of harm to the
child. The limited home inspection determines if the following are met:

a. The home is free from observable health and fire hazards.
b. There are adequate sleeping arrangements to meet the specific needs of
each child.
C. Any firearms, ammunition, hazardous chemicals, and/or medications are
secured and not accessible to children.
5. References may be contacted to obtain input regarding placing the child with the

potential kinship caregiver or information about other available relatives or
friends who may care for the child.

6. Other considerations:

a. Is the relative committed to supporting reunification with the parents?

b. Does the relative live in reasonable proximity to the child’s home?

C. Siblings placed together unless there is a safety concern or special
circumstances.

d. If the child’s siblings were previously adopted, could the adoptive family
provide permanency for this child?

e. Educational needs, including proximity to the child’s school and child’s
need for maintaining connections to school.

f. Cultural factors, language, and religion specific to the child.

g. Existing relationship between the child and a caregiver.

h Is the kin caregiver committed to maintaining a connection with siblings

and relatives, including both sides of the family?

I. Health and mental health needs, both for the child and the potential
Kinship caregiver.

J. Potential for ongoing care or permanency with the caregiver to prevent
unnecessary changes in placement.

G. Paternal and maternal relatives are to be considered equally when assessing for the best

placement for the child.

H. For the purpose of a Preliminary Placement, siblings who have only one parent in
common may be placed together with the sibling’s relative, if it is in the unrelated
sibling’s best interests. The relative will meet the Preliminary Placement requirements
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509 for a relative. Pursuit of a foster care license will be recommended to the caregiver if this
510 is the selected ongoing placement for the child.

511

512 1. When choosing from multiple placement options, the Child and Family Team will try to
513 reach a consensus as to which kinship placement would be the most appropriate for the
514 child using consideration listed above.

515

516 J. A potential kinship caregiver will not automatically be excluded from consideration for
517 Preliminary Placement of a child in Child and Family Services custody due to factors that
518 may prevent them from becoming licensed through the Office of Licensing, such as a
519 citizenship status that is undocumented.

520

521 K. Preferential consideration means the Child and Family Team will consider the

522 relative/friend for selection as a possible placement for the child, but does not guarantee
523 that more than one potential kinship caregiver/friend will have background screening,
524 limited home inspection, a Child-Specific Home Study, or that the child will be placed
525 with the kinship caregiver/friend. Documentation of consideration and selection of

526 potential kinship caregivers/friend by the Child and Family Team will be maintained in
527 SAFE in Child and Family Team notes.

528

529 L. Preferential consideration given to kinship caregivers in Utah Code Ann. §80-3-302
530 expires 120 days from the date of the shelter hearing or, if no shelter hearing was held,
531 then from the date the child was ordered into the custody of Child and Family Services.
532 The Child and Family Team may consider potential kinship caregivers for placement
533 after the 120 days has lapsed if it is in the best interest of the child. [See: Administrative
534 Rule R512-42, Adoption by a Relative.]

535

536 M. Preferential consideration may be given to a friend if the friend is willing to become a
537 licensed foster parent and is actively working towards licensure within 120 days of the
538 shelter hearing, or if no shelter hearing was held, within 120 days of the child being

539 ordered into the custody of Child and Family Services. [See: Practice Guidelines Section
540 502.8]

541

542

543

544 When selecting a kinship caregiver, consideration will be given to factors that may result in a
545  delay of placement or that may hinder progress towards the child’s permanency goals. Factors of
546  concern will be communicated to the potential kinship caregiver/friend, which may lead them to
547  recommend a different kinship caregiver/friend to prevent a delay in placement or to better

548  support potential permanency options.

549

550 A. Previous Child Abuse or Neglect Finding or Criminal History: Placement will likely be
551 delayed if any adult in the home of the potential kinship caregiver/friend has had a

552 previous child abuse or neglect finding or criminal history because more extensive
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identity verification and evaluation of threat of harm to a child is required. The kinship
caregiver/friend will also be required to obtain and provide legal documents further
explaining the criminal history. In addition, a Region Background Screening Committee
will likely be required to evaluate the history before a decision regarding approval or
denial can be made.

B. Out of Area/Out of State: If the potential kinship caregiver/friend lives out of the area,
reunification efforts could be impacted by distance. Also, if the kinship caregiver/friend
lives out of state, a significant amount of time may be required to complete the Interstate
Compact for the Placement of Children (ICPC) requirements, including an out of state
background screening and home study, which must be met prior to placement.

C. Inability to Qualify for Adoption or as a Foster Parent:

1. If child abuse findings or criminal history do not meet the standards for the Office
of Licensing, a kinship caregiver/friend would not be able to qualify for ongoing
care of the child as a licensed foster parent or for adoption assistance, if that
becomes the plan for the child.

2. If a kinship caregiver/friend is not able to provide documentation to show U.S.
citizenship or residential status, ongoing care as a licensed foster parent and
adoption assistance may not be an option; potential arrest or deportation may also
be a concern.

If a decision is made in any of these types of circumstances to recommend guardianship to the
kinship caregiver/friend, the court must be fully educated on the risks and limitations for
permanency.
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Major objectives:

A. Child and Family Services may place a child in custody into a Preliminary Placement
with a kinship caregiver (non-custodial parent or relative), or a friend designated by a
parent/guardian_or child who is of sufficient maturity to articulate his or her wishes,
who is willing to become a licensed foster parent within six months or sooner of the
child being placed with them.

B. A Preliminary Placement is used to keep a child in Child and Family Services custody
safe while the Child and Family Team makes decisions regarding the child’s ongoing
care and determines what steps are necessary to promote the safety, well-being,
stability, and permanency of the child.

C. Criteria for approving a kinship caregiver/friend for Preliminary Placement include
background screening, assessment of safety, limited home inspection, general qualifying
criteria, and may include a reference check.

D. The kinship caregiver/friend is responsible to meet the basic needs of the child while in
their care. The caseworker will educate and assist the kinship caregiver/friend on
possible financial and medical resources to support the child’s needs.

E. The kinship caregiver/friend will assist in carrying out plans for visitation for the child
and will be engaged as a participant in the Child and Family Team.

Applicable Law

Utah Code Ann. 826B-2-120. Background check -- Direct access to children or vulnerable
adults.

Utah Code Ann. 880-2a-202. Removal of a child by a peace officer or child welfare caseworker -
- Search warrants -- Protective custody and temporary care of a child.

Utah Code Ann. 880-2a-301. Division's emergency placement of a child -- Background checks.
Utah Code Ann. 880-2, Part 9. Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children.

Utah Code Ann. 880-3-301. Shelter hearing -- Court considerations.

Utah Code Ann. §80-3-302. Shelter hearing -- Placement.

Utah Code Ann. 880-3-303. Post-shelter hearing placement of a child in division’s temporary
custody.

U.S. Code Title 25, Chapter 21. Indian Child Welfare.

A Preliminary Placement is an out-of-home placement with a non-custodial parent, relative, or a
friend (including an extended relative) of the custodial parent or guardian or child. A
Preliminary Placement is used to keep a child in Child and Family Services custody safe while
the Child and Family Team makes decisions regarding the child’s ongoing care and determines
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what steps are necessary to promote the safety, well-being, stability, and permanency of the
child. Preliminary Placement with a kinship caregiver or friend is preferred over crisis care and
may be considered for emergency foster care to avoid the use of another out-of-home placement
with a caregiver who is unfamiliar to the child. The Preliminary Placement may also remain as
the child’s ongoing placement with the kinship caregiver becoming a licensed foster parent or
being granted guardianship by the court. The Preliminary Placement may also remain as the
child’s ongoing placement with the friend becoming a licensed foster parent. Child and Family
Services may not recommend that friends be granted guardianship of the child.

A Preliminary Placement may be made while a child is in protective custody prior to a shelter
hearing or after a court has ordered a child into the custody of Child and Family Services. A
Preliminary Placement may continue while an evaluation is conducted and a plan is formed for
ongoing care of the child.

If it is determined that the Preliminary Placement will not be the ongoing placement for the
child, the Preliminary Placement may assist in transitioning the child to an ongoing caregiver.

Child and Family Services with the Child and Family Team is primarily responsible to select a
kinship caregiver/friend for Preliminary Placement, taking into account preferences for
placement, the best interest of the child, the kinship caregiver/friend’s ability to meet qualifying
requirements, and factors that may delay placement, result in multiple moves, or hinder progress
towards the child’s permanency goals.

Out-of-Home Practice Guidelines Section 300 apply during a Preliminary Placement with the
following exceptions:

A. Traditional foster care placement screening or legal risk screening for foster/adoptive
placements are not required when Preliminary Placement with a kinship caregiver/friend
is being considered.

B. No crisis care or residential screening processes are required.

The kinship caregiver will be at least 18 years of age; age 21 years or older is preferred because
of age requirements to be licensed as a child-specific foster parent. A friend would be required
to be aged 21 due to the requirement for them to obtain a foster parent license. In the event a
non-custodial parent is younger than age 18 years, care must be given that the non-custodial
parent has a permanent residence and sufficient means to care for and ensure the safety of the
child, preferably with a responsible relative or other adult.

It may be necessary for the child to receive temporary care while background screening and a
limited home inspection are being completed, or while waiting for the non-custodial parent,
kinship caregiver, or friend to arrive to pick up the child. This care may be provided at sites
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identified by the region such as a crisis care facility or home, family support center, or other
appropriate location.

A. PRELIMINARY PLACEMENT With Non-Custodial Parent: The following background

screenings are required for the non-custodial parent and all individuals living in the home

of the non-custodial parent.

1. If the child is being placed with a non-custodial parent, the following checks may
be completed for the non-custodial parent and any other individuals living in the
home before or within one day after a child is placed, excluding weekends and
holidays, if based upon a limited investigation Child and Family Services
determines that:

a. The non-custodial parent has regular, unsupervised visitation with the
child that is not prohibited by law or court order; and
b. Based on the caseworker’s best judgment and analysis of available

information, there is no reason to believe that the child’s health or safety
will be endangered by making the placement prior to the background
screening being completed.

2. Utah Criminal History Bureau of Criminal Identification (BCI): A non-
fingerprint-based Utah BCI criminal history check must be approved for the non-
custodial parent and all adults age 18 years and older living in the home.

3. Child and Adult Abuse and Neglect History Checks through SAFE: SAFE
background checks for child and adult abuse and neglect must be approved for the
non-custodial parent and all individuals living in the home.

4. Juvenile Criminal History: A name-based check through the Utah Criminal
Justice System (UCJIS) must be approved for the non-custodial parent and all
adults age 18 years and older living in the home.

a. A name-based check through the UCJIS must be approved for all
individuals age 12 to 17 years old living in the home of the non-custodial
parent.

5. The following background screenings are not required for the non-custodial
parent, but Child and Family Services may require any of these checks if Utah
criminal history or SAFE child abuse checks result in concerns about potential
threat of harm to the child.

a. Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Fingerprint-Based Criminal
History Check.
b. Out of State Child Abuse Registry Check.

B. PRELIMINARY PLACEMENT With Kinship Caregiver Relative: The following
background screenings are required for the kinship caregiver relative and all individuals
living in the home of the kinship caregiver relative PRIOR to placement of a child.
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Utah Criminal History Bureau of Criminal Identification (BCI): A non-
fingerprint-based Utah BCI criminal history check must be approved for the
kinship caregiver relative and all adults age 18 years and older living in the home.
Child and Adult Abuse and Neglect History Checks through SAFE: SAFE
background checks for child and adult abuse and neglect must be approved for the
kinship caregiver relative and all individuals living in the home.
Juvenile Criminal History: A name-based check through the Utah Criminal
Justice System (UCJIS) must be approved for the kinship caregiver relative and
all adults age 18 years and older living in the home.
a. Juvenile Criminal History: A name-based check through the UCJIS must
be approved for all individuals age 12 to 17 years old living in the home of
the kinship caregiver relative.

ONGOING CARE With Kinship Caregiver Relative: The following background

screenings are required for the kinship caregiver relative and all adults age 18 years and
older living in the home but may be completed AFTER placement of child has occurred.

1.

Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Fingerprint-Based Criminal History Check:

a. Live Scan fingerprint scanning must be completed or fingerprint cards
submitted within 10 business days after placement of the child.

Out of State Child Abuse Registry Check: An out of state child abuse registry

check is required for any state in which the relative or other adult age 18 years

and older living in the home has lived in the previous five years.

PRELIMINARY PLACEMENT With Kinship Caregiver Friend BEFORE SHELTER

HEARING: The following background screenings are required for the kinship caregiver
friend and all individuals living in the home PRIOR to placement of a child.

1.

Utah Criminal History Bureau of Criminal Identification (BCI): A non-
fingerprint-based Utah BCI criminal history check must be approved for the
kinship caregiver friend and all adults age 18 years and older living in the home.
Child and Adult Abuse and Neglect History Checks through SAFE: SAFE
background checks for child and adult abuse and neglect must be approved for the
kinship caregiver friend and all individuals living in the home.

Juvenile Criminal History: A name-based check through the Utah Criminal

Justice System (UCJIS) must be approved for the kinship caregiver friend and all

adults age 18 years and older living in the home.

a. Juvenile Criminal History: A name-based check through the UCJIS must
be approved for all individuals age 12 to 17 years old living in the home of
the kinship caregiver friend.

1) Federal Name-Based Check: A federal name-based criminal
history check through Interstate Identification Index (I11) must be
approved for the kinship caregiver friend and all adults age 18
years and older living in the home.
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752 E. ONGOING CARE With Kinship Caregiver Friend When Placement Occurred BEFORE

753 Shelter: The following background screenings are required for the kinship caregiver

754 friend and all adults living in the home but may be completed AFTER placement of child
755 has occurred.

756 1. Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Fingerprint-Based Criminal History Check:
757 A fingerprint-based criminal history check for the kinship caregiver friend and all
758 adults age 18 years and older living in the home.

759 a. Live scan fingerprinting must be completed or fingerprint cards submitted
760 within 15 calendar days of 111 check being completed.

761 b. If the Kinship caregiver friend or any adults age 18 years or older living in
762 the home fail to complete live scan fingerprinting within the designated
763 time frame, then the child shall immediately be removed from the home
764 [see: Practice Guidelines Section 301.2].

765 2. Out of State Child Abuse Registry Check: An out of state child abuse registry
766 check is required for any state in which a kinship caregiver friend or other adult
767 age 18 years and older living in the home has lived in the previous five years.

768

769 F. PRELIMINARY PLACEMENT With Kinship Caregiver Friend AFTER SHELTER

770 HEARING: The following background screenings are required for the Kinship caregiver
771 friend and all individuals living in the home PRIOR to placement of a child.

772 1. Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Fingerprint Based Check: A fingerprint-
773 based criminal history check for the kinship caregiver friend and all adults age 18
774 years and older living in the home.

775 2. Child and Adult Abuse and Neglect History Checks through SAFE: SAFE

776 background checks for child and adult abuse and neglect must be approved for the
777 kinship caregiver friend and all individuals living in the home.

778 3. Juvenile Criminal History: A name-based check through the Utah Criminal

779 Justice System (UCJIS) must be approved for the kinship caregiver friend and all
780 