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Louisiana Department of Public Safety 
Office of Motor Vehicles 
Policy 23.02 Louisiana Vision Waiver Program  

 

Section:  1.  Issuance of Driver’s License 

Effective Date:  08/01/2011 

Revised Date:  07/15/2015 

 
Authority: 
R.S. 32:408 
R.S. 32:403.2 
R.S. 32:403.4 
R.S. 32:414 (E)  
R.S. 32:424 
R.S. 40:1356 
To view Louisiana Statutes: http://www.legis.state.la.us/ 
 
General:  Louisiana law allows an intrastate vision waiver to be granted to certain commercial 
driver applicants meeting certain vision requirements. 
 
Eligibility:  Commercial driver applicants not meeting the physical standards as set forth in 49 
CFR 391.41(b)(10), pertaining to vision requirements, may apply to the department for an 
intrastate driver waiver. Minimum vision requirements for such waiver are as follows:  

 Distant visual acuity of at least 20/40 (Snellen) or better in at least one eye with or without 
corrective lenses.  

 Field of vision of at least seventy degrees in one direction and thirty-five in the other 
direction of the horizontal meridian of the applicant's better eye.  

 The ability to distinguish colors of signals and devices showing standard red, green, and 
amber as demonstrated by ishihara color plates or their equivalent. 

 
Requirements:  The applicant for the waiver shall supply the department with the following 
information when requesting the waiver:  

 A copy of any medical certificate issued as a result of a medical examination completed 
pursuant to 49 CFR 391.43.  

 A medical evaluation completed by an optometrist certified by the Louisiana State Board 
of Optometry Examiners to treat diseases and disorders of the eye and its adnexa or an 
ophthalmologist certified by the American Board of Ophthalmology. If the visual 
impairment is a progressive disorder, a medical evaluation completed by an optometrist 
certified by the Louisiana State Board of Optometry Examiners to treat diseases and 
disorders of the eye and its adnexa or an ophthalmologist certified by the American 
Board of Ophthalmology as required in this Item shall be supplied to the department 
every six months for the duration of the waiver.  

 A copy of the driver applicant's road test and certificate issued pursuant to 49 CFR 
391.31(b) through (g).  
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 A copy of the driver applicant's previous waiver of certain physical defects, when 
applicable.  

 The class of vehicle to be used by the applicant, if granted a waiver. To qualify for the 
waiver, the applicant shall have had two years commercial driving experience within the 
five years immediately preceding the application date for the class of vehicle indicated. 
This driving experience shall be verified by a notarized statement provided by the 
applicant's current or previous employers or by himself, if self-employed.  

 Evidence, on a form approved by the department, that the applicant has successfully 
passed a skills test administered by an authorized third party for the class of vehicle to be 
used by the applicant, if granted a waiver. The skills test shall be administered following 
the diagnosis which prevents the applicant from failing to meet the physical standards set 
forth in 49 CFR 391.41(b)(10), pertaining to vision requirements. The skills test required 
by this Item shall be required only upon the initial application for a waiver issued pursuant 
to this Paragraph. 

 Note:  The department shall issue an intrastate driver waiver to an applicant if it finds that 
he meets the minimum vision requirements as stated above.  

 
Notes: 

 Applicants granted a waiver shall drive only within the territorial limits of Louisiana.  

 Applicants who are issued a waiver are prohibited from transporting passengers for hire, 
manifested hazardous wastes, or hazardous material required to be placarded. In 
addition, applicants who are issued a waiver are prohibited from driving commercial 
motor vehicles for public utilities that are regulated by the Louisiana Public Service 
Commission or the city council of the city of New Orleans.  

 Waivers granted pursuant to this paragraph shall be valid for the duration of the 
applicant's commercial driver's license. An applicant desiring a vision waiver shall reapply 
for the waiver each time he renews his commercial driver's license. The skills test shall 
be required only upon the initial application for a vision waiver. 

 

 

 

 


